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Mixed Methods Research in the Social Sciences 
SOC 8200 

Winter 2020  
 

Professor Lauren Duquette-Rury 
Email: Lduquette@wayne.edu 

Class meetings: Tuesday 5:00-7:30 PM in Old Main 1115 
Office hours: Wed. 3:00-4:00 in 2245 Faculty/Administration Building (FAB) 

 
 
Course Description. 
 
The social sciences are experiencing a boom in books and articles that combine two or 
more methodological traditions within a single study. This seminar provides graduate 
students with insight into qualitative, quantitative, experimental and mixed method 
research design and analysis for causal inference. We will examine the research 
advantages that a mixed or multi-method approach enables such as concept formation 
and refinement, description, policy evaluation, and causal inference. We will also 
engage ongoing debates regarding whether there are any advantages to be gained at all 
from a mixed methods approach. Course readings and class discussions will focus on 
the merits and pitfalls of triangulation, integration, and nested research design, 
confirmation vs. complementarity, and sequential vs. non-sequential (parallel) 
approaches. Finally, we will read and critically assess major works in the social sciences 
that use mixed methods. While many studies use two or more methods within the same 
qualitative or quantitative family (e.g. ethnography and elite interviews; cross-sectional 
and panel data for statistical analysis) this class focuses on the use of quantitative and 
qualitative methods in the same study since this has been the focus of much of the 
debate regarding mixed methods research.  
 
Learning Objectives. 
 

Ø Expose students to the philosophies of positivist social science that approach the 
collection and analysis of data with a mixed methods research design to facilitate 
and encourage independent, original research; 

Ø Understand different mixed methods approaches, especially the integration of 
qualitative and quantitative data in pursuit of causal inference; 

Ø Identify the strengths and limitations of mixed methods research; 
Ø Learn how to critique and improve causal claims of existing research; 
Ø Use the analytic tools developed throughout the semester to design an original 

research prospectus that uses a mixed method approach for causal inference;  
Ø Hone oral presentation and communication skills and practice critical thinking 

through persuasive writing.   
 
Course Policies  
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Class attendance and participation. You are expected to attend class, complete and 
critically assess the required readings and contribute to class discussion. There are 
many readings and you need to keep up with them. Beyond bringing questions into 
discussion, everyone should join in the dialogue, even those who are naturally shy. The 
quality of your comments is more important than the quantity. I will periodically assign 
homework, meaning a series of thought activities to get you focused on your 
independent research. The homework will not be graded but I expect you to come 
prepared to discuss the activities in class. 
 
Canvas.  All students are required to check Canvas. I will use this method of 
communication for making important announcements, transmitting readings, 
assignments, and handouts as well as posting thought questions for class discussion 
and in preparation for your research prospectus submissions and class presentations. 
Canvas is the most effective way for me to send students information for subsequent 
class meetings as well as confirm information discussed in class. You are welcome to 
email me too. Please use “Soc 8200” in the subject line so I can get to your emails more 
quickly and efficiently. I’m trying a new personal policy in 2020 to check email at noon 
and once before I leave the office. If your email falls in the time in between, know that I 
will reply the next day between 1 and 5 PM. If your message slips through the cracks, 
feel free to send me a friendly reminder to respond.  

Cell Phones, Computers, and Recorders.  Please put your phone on vibrate. I will 
always have a phone on me in the event of an emergency. Please do not text during 
class or go on social media. It’s distracting to me and your colleagues. At present, I will 
allow laptops in class for note-taking purposes or for you to reference course readings. 
If they become a distraction, I retain the right to revisit the policy and amend it. No 
student is permitted to tape and video record any portion of our class.  

Student Disability Services. If you have a documented disability that requires 
accommodations, you will need to register with Student Disability Services for 
coordination of your academic accommodations. The Student Disability Services (SDS) 
office is located at 1600 David Adamany Undergraduate Library in the Student 
Academic Success Services department. SDS telephone number is 313-577-1851 or 313-
577-3365 (TTY: telecommunication device for the deaf; phone is for hearing impaired 
students only). Once you have your accommodations in place, I will be glad to meet 
with you privately during my office hours to discuss your special needs. Student 
Disability Services’ mission is to assist the university in creating an accessible 
community where students with disabilities have an equal opportunity to fully 
participate in their educational experience at WSU. 

Registration Policy. In the first two weeks of the term, students can drop this class and 
receive 100% tuition and course fee cancellation. The last day to drop is January 17th. 
After the end of the second week there is no tuition or fee cancellation. Students who 
wish to withdraw from the class can initiate a withdrawal request on Academica. This 
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must be done by March 22nd, students must have instructor approval, and students 
will receive a transcript notation of WP (passing), WF (failing), or WN (no graded work) 
at the time of withdrawal. Students enrolled in the 10th week and beyond will receive a 
grade. Because withdrawing from courses may have negative academic and financial 
consequences, students considering course withdrawal should make sure they fully 
understand all the consequences before taking this step. More information on this can 
be found at: http://reg.wayne.edu/pdf-policies/students.pdf 

 
Course Requirements  
 
The basic requirement is to do the readings and the homework activities. There are 
plenty of them, and you need to stay on top of the material at all times. Most of our 
class time will consist of structured discussion, interwoven with occasional overview 
lectures for select weeks or when the students would benefit from more instructor 
explanation. This means that everyone should anticipate participating in class 
discussions. 
 
Course grades will be assigned on the basis of student performance in class, one written 
assignment, and a research prospectus paper. Papers may be submitted in Canvas, to 
me in class, or printed and dropped in my office door mail slot. I’m less concerned 
about how you get me the paper/assignment and more concerned with getting it on 
time.  
 
Self-Care and Wellness. Being a graduate student is hard. You are asked to read, think, 
and write constantly and for many of you, teach and hold jobs, too, to pay for your 
lives. I recognize that navigating graduate school is challenging and sometimes 
stressful, albeit a rewarding journey. I was in your shoes not too long ago and am 
finishing up my last year on the tenure-track with all the stress and hard work that 
entails. I get it. In addition to the written assignments described below, I want to help 
you prioritize your self-care and wellness by asking you to make some time in your 
week for activities/hobbies/rituals/practices that bring you joy and delight, 
mindfulness and stillness. Let us all make a concerted effort to take time in nature, to 
exercise, to hydrate our bodies and eat nutritious foods and find support and guidance 
from our friends, families, graduate student colleagues, and department faculty. You all 
deserve pleasure and joy in your life while your pursue your professional goals.  
 
Review Papers. Students will be required to write a “review paper” (in the style of a 
journal review for peer publication) of the Moving to Opportunity (MTO) study and 2-3 
subsequent mixed methods impact studies of the initial experiment. From NBER: 
 

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD) Moving to 
Opportunity (MTO) for Fair Housing program is a unique experimental research 
demonstration designed to answer the question of whether moving from a high-poverty 
neighborhood to a lower-poverty community improves the social and economic prospects 
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of low-income families. Authorized by the U.S. Congress in 1992, MTO made use of 
rental assistance vouchers, in combination with intensive housing search and counseling 
services, to assist low-income families to move from some of America’s most distressed 
urban neighborhoods to lower-poverty communities. A total of 4,600 low-income 
families with children, the vast majority of them headed by African-American or 
Hispanic single mothers, were recruited from high-poverty public housing projects in five 
participating cities between 1994 and 1998. These families were assigned by lottery to 
one of three research groups: A Traditional Voucher group, a Low Poverty Voucher 
group and a control group. Because of the random assignment design, the MTO study 
generates comparable groups of adults and children living in different types of 
neighborhoods, so that a comparison of outcomes across research groups can uncover the 
potential effects of neighborhood characteristics across a range of family and children’s 
outcomes. Among the households assigned to the Low Poverty Voucher group, 47 
percent used a MTO voucher to relocate to a low-poverty neighborhood, while 62 percent 
of those assigned to the Traditional Voucher group relocated through MTO. 

 
Several follow up studies carried out 4 and 7 years after the initial experiment assessed 
the impact of the MTO voucher program on families and children across several 
different outcomes such as mental health, social program participation, labor market 
engagement, attitudes and perceptions of safety, and educational attainment. Your 
assignment is to read the initial study and several follow up studies that use different 
methodological approaches to examine the experimental effects. I suggest focusing on 
one dependent variable in common across the papers you select but that use different 
methodological approaches. The paper should be about 4 pages, in a standard font, 
with 1” margins and use class reading materials (as necessary) to critically assess the 
research design, measurement, sampling, analysis, and findings of the selected papers. 
A simple google scholar search of “Moving to Opportunity study” or “Moving to 
Opportunity experiment” will yield many papers from which you can choose a few that 
interest you the most. Click the link for a summary of the experiment and a good place 
to start your research (https://www.nber.org/mtopublic/MTO%20Overview%20Summary.pdf)  
 
The papers will be due March 24th. 
 
Research Prospectus. The majority of your grade will be based on the evaluation of a 
research prospectus of about 15 pages (or so) that presents a topic, motivating 
theoretical and empirical questions, why we should care about the topic and question 
(the so what), literature review, theoretical framework, and a fully-fledged section on a 
mixed/multi-methods approach appropriate to the question, along with a conclusion 
that describes what you hope/expect to find, why you expect those results, and what 
contributions these finding will make to the relevant literatures you engage. The 
methods section should discuss two or more methodological traditions to examine your 
question and flesh out what data you will use, how you expect to gather these data, 
measurement, sampling procedures, and hypotheses to be tested. I also want you to 
include a section that justifies the use of each method, potential advantages of your 
research design, and possible limitations that remain. In other words, like many of the 
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readings in class, I want you to select a research design strategy 
(triangulation/integration/nested; sequential, non-sequential or parallel) and 
persuasively argue why this approach is appropriate for your empirical question, but 
that makes a claim for why it will provide an advantage for causal inference. As such, 
the most convincing methodological discussions will anticipate possible counterclaims 
and then argue them away. If you would like comments on your papers, please submit 
a hard copy to me in lieu of an email attachment or Canvas upload.  
 
The papers will be due one week from the last day of class: April 21st. 
 
Required Texts. There are only two required text for purchase (or library check-out).  
 
David L. Morgan. 2013. Integrating Qualitative and Quantitative Methods: A Pragmatic 
Approach. Sage Publications.  
 
Jason Seawright. 2016. Multi-Method Social Science: Combining Qualitative and Quantitative 
Tools. Cambridge University Press.  
 
The rest of the course readings can be downloaded from the WSU library, google 
scholar, or on the course Canvas website in the “files” section. The book chapters will be 
scanned and uploaded to files and indicated CW in the course reading schedule below. 
I will upload a supplementary list of key mixed/multi-methods books and articles on 
the Canvas site for those of you who may want to dig deeper or use the references for 
your independent projects.  
 
Course Schedule of Topics.  

Week 1: January 7 – Introductions and discussion of independent research projects 
Week 2: January 14 – Questions, answers, and the logic of mixed methods reserach 
Week 3: January 21 – Causation and causal mechanisms 
Week 4: January 28 – Basic mixed methods research designs 
Week 5: February 4 – Experiments and qualitative/quantitative design 
Week 6: February 11 – Causal process tracing 
Week 7: February 18 – Case study before quantitative analysis  
Week 8: February 25 – Interviews/participant observation before quantitative analysis 
Week 9: March 3 – Quantitative before case study and field research 
Week 10: March 10 – No class for Spring Break 
Week 11: March 17 – Quantitative before interviews/participant observation 
Week 12: March 24 – Matching, sequential feedback, and context-rich regression  
Week 13: March 31 – Field research methods with sequential integration 
Week 14: April 7 – Additional odds and ends/overflow week  
Week 15: April 14 - Student presentations of their original research prospectuses in class 
 
See separate file for course reading schedule on Canvas 


