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International Migration 
SOC 7820 

Fall 2019 Syllabus 
 

Professor: Lauren Duquette-Rury 
Email: Lduquette@wayne.edu  
Class meetings: Thursday 5:00-7:30 PM  
Classroom: Old Main 0159 
 

 
Office: 2245 Faculty/Administration 
Building (FAB) 
Office Hours: Wednesday 3:00-4:00 by 
appointment. Sign-up here: 
https://duquetterury.youcanbook.me/ 

 
Course Description. 
 
The field of international migration studies in sociology is, perhaps, unique in its 
interdisciplinary and methodologically pluralist nature: stretching from the demography and 
economics of migration, through political science, geographical and mainstream sociological 
approaches, to the ethnography and oral history of migrants. Migration is also a crucial research 
site for exploring the possibility of doing sociology ‘beyond’ the bounded nation-state-society 
focus of most sociological research. And, while opening the door to a crucial dimension of 
globalization, the comparative study of migration and migrants in North America and Europe 
also offers opens up fresh perspectives on conceptions of nationhood, citizenship and the state.  
 
This graduate seminar begins with an orientation to the field and is then split into two main 
components. International migration is an inherently political phenomenon. Consequently, we 
principally focus on the development and implementation of policies controlling movement 
across territorial borders and into the political communities that immigrant receiving states seek 
to enclose. Discussion of the political sociology of international migration is bracketed by study 
of the mechanisms of migration and conditions in the sending contexts, whether preceding or 
following the advent of mass migration. We also examine the contours of immigrant integration 
and citizenship including how enforcement shapes the lived experience of immigrants, 
racialization processes, the legal production of “illegality” and “deportability,” gender, children 
and the second generation, immigrant families, and transnational social ties and practices. 
Though in theory I aspire to a global orientation, in the main I settle for a comparative focus on 
Europe and the United States.  
 
Learning Objectives. 
 

Ø Expose students to the underlying causes that facilitate international migration and 
refugee movements across national borders; 

Ø Understand the social, cultural, political, and human diversity that shapes immigrant 
integration and how immigration contributes to U.S. society 

Ø Identify social science research methodological approaches used in original research on 
migration; 

Ø Explain how U.S. politics, society, culture, and economy are shaped by immigration and 
by institutional constraints and opportunities  

Ø Hone oral presentation and communication skills and practice critical thinking and 
writing with argumentation and persuasion.   
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Class Policies.  
 
Class attendance and participation. You are expected to attend class, complete and critically 
assess the required readings and contribute to class discussion. There are many readings and you 
need to keep up with them. Beyond bringing questions into discussion, everyone should join in 
the dialogue, even those who are naturally shy. The quality of your comments is more important 
than the quantity. 
 
Inclusivity and Maintaining Respectful Dialogue. In this course, we read texts and watch 
documentaries and programming that (sometimes) include explicit language and explore 
sensitive topics. At times, these materials and our discussions may make you uncomfortable. It is 
important to be willing to struggle with this material, and its implications, while also treating one 
another with respect. We will work to create a space in this classroom to think about serious and 
difficult questions together in a respectful manner. If any of the course material becomes difficult 
for you, please let me know or feel free to step out of class. We will discuss as necessary to 
ensure all feel welcome, cared for, and respected while grappling with the challenges that 
confront us as individuals, members of groups, and society. 

Canvas.  All students are required to check Canvas several times a week. I will use this method 
of communication for making important announcements, transmitting readings, assignments, and 
handouts as well as posting thought questions for class discussion. Canvas is the most effective 
way for me to send students information for subsequent class meetings as well as confirm 
information discussed in class.  

Cell Phones, Computers, and Recorders.  Please put your phone on vibrate. I will always have 
a phone on me in the event of an emergency. Please do not text during class or go on social 
media. It’s distracting to me and your colleagues. At present, I will allow laptops in class for 
note-taking purposes or to reference course readings. If they become a distraction, I retain the 
right to revisit the policy and amend it. No student is permitted to tape and video record any 
portion of our class.  

Student Disability Services. Wayne State is working on becoming a more inclusive community. 
If you have a documented disability that requires accommodations, please register with Student 
Disability Services for coordination of your academic accommodations. The Student Disability 
Services (SDS) office is located at 1600 David Adamany Undergraduate Library in the Student 
Academic Success Services department. SDS telephone number is 313-577-1851 or 313-577-
3365 (TTY: telecommunication device for the deaf; phone is for hearing impaired students only). 
Once you have your accommodations in place, I will be glad to meet with you privately during 
my office hours to discuss your special needs. Student Disability Services’ mission is to assist 
the university in creating an accessible community where students with disabilities have an equal 
opportunity to fully participate in their educational experience at WSU. 

Drop/Add/Withdraw Policy. In the first two weeks of the (full) term, students can drop this 
class and receive 100% tuition and course fee cancellation. The last day to drop is September 
11th. After the end of the second week there is no tuition or fee cancellation. Students who wish 
to withdraw from the class can initiate a withdrawal request on Academica. This must be done 
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by November 10th, students must have instructor approval, and students will receive a transcript 
notation of WP (passing), WF (failing), or WN (no graded work) at the time of withdrawal. 
Students enrolled in the 10th week and beyond will receive a grade. Because withdrawing from 
courses may have negative academic and financial consequences, students considering course 
withdrawal should make sure they fully understand all the consequences before taking this step. 
More information on this can be found at: http://reg.wayne.edu/pdf-policies/students.pdf 

Course Requirements.  
Your grade in this course is based on evaluation of your written work, attendance and 
participation in class. Please come to class prepared to discuss the assigned text and assignments 
and bring an open mind. We will evaluate each method on its own terms before becoming critics. 
The quality of our conversation and dialogue each week is entirely dependent on your 
commitment to reading and thinking about the readings prior to in class. Please come prepared.  
 
Response Papers. Students will be required to submit SIX, 1 page single-spaced response 
memos over the course of the semester. These should be posted to the discussion section of our 
course website by 3 PM Wednesday (the day prior to each Thursday meeting). The memos 
should assume that all participants have already read the materials, thus excessive summary is 
unnecessary. Instead, the memos should raise questions and/or develop a critique of a 
conceptual, substantive, or methodological concern raised by at least two of the required 
readings for the week. Students should try to get the readings to speak to one another and to 
address issues of similarity and difference across the ideas and arguments raised in the readings. 
I encourage students to make no more than two central claims in the reaction paper in order to 
develop an economical argument given the page limitation. Students should come to each 
seminar having read other students’ discussion papers in addition to the weekly readings. Note 
that those leading a discussion on a given day (see below) are exempted from the requirement to 
submit a reaction paper for that particular week. While the response papers are not graded, I will 
read them and use them to motivate discussion.  
 
Leading Discussions. For each meeting starting in week two, one student will give a brief (10-
15 minute) overview of the week’s readings, raising important questions for class discussion. 
The presenters will serve as facilitators of our discussion for the day. Discussion leaders should 
not see this as a lecture; rather, presentations should offer some background on the author(s) and 
additional background information on the research itself. It is expected that discussion leaders 
will incorporate the ideas raised by other students in the reaction papers submitted for that 
week, if available. Students will be expected to lead discussion for one meeting during the 
quarter. On dates when a student is not leading discussion, it is expected that they will be 
engaged in discussion and show close attention to the readings.  
 
Research Prospectus or Critical Literature Review Final Paper 
You will plan and execute a polished draft of a research prospectus for evaluation. Your research 
design project should engage a substantive issue in the sociology of international 
migration/immigration. You need not conduct the proposed research during the course (however, 
if you choose to do so over time, whether for a thesis or dissertation, I will be glad to hear of it!). 
The prospectus or critical literature review should be about 15 pages, double spaced in a standard 
font with 1” margins. It is due one week after the last day of class.  
Research Proposal. The proposals should contain the following components: 
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• Abstract: What you propose to do and why? (250 words – strict limit).  
• Existing state of the field and contribution (background and significance): What will this 

study add? To be answered via a literature review. (2-3 pages).  
• Research questions: What do you want to understand? For those of you who want to 

include a conceptual model, you may do so here. (1 page).  
• What hypotheses will you plan to test or assess (if a positivist approach)? What do you 

expect to find and what empirical and theoretical gaps will it fill given what we know? 
(2-3 pages) 

• Methods and protocols: What will you actually do? In this section, you should detail your 
research design and methodological approach. (~4 pages). The methods/protocol 
discussion also includes the presentation of the underlying logic:  

• Justification: Why is the method(s) appropriate? What are the strengths and 
limitations of this approach for the empirical question you raise? 

• Sampling strategy: What are the sources of data? Why are they appropriate?  
• Timeline and Funding Requirements: Map out a timeline over which the data collection, 

analysis and results might occur. Describe the funding you would require to complete this 
research. Are there funding sources available? How would you acquire funding for this 
project, if needed? (0.5-1 page).  

• Quality/Validity: Based on your proposed methods, what are the strengths for 
meaningfully identifying what is going on? How might data you collect from different 
methods support or conflict with one another? What limitations are present in your 
proposal? (2 pages).  

• Ethical considerations: What is the level of risk from an IRB perspective? Might you do 
harm? Is deception involved? Will you need IRB review? (.5-1 page). Is this a vulnerable 
population? 

• Reflexivity/ Role of the researcher: Address reflexivity. You are the data collection 
instrument; what is your foundational perspective? How might that influence your data 
collection efforts or presentation of findings? (1 page).  

• Conclusion: What do you expect to find? How will you know if you are right? What 
would make the findings compelling? Reiterate the “so what” question and answer. 

• References  
 
Critical Literature Review. For those students who wish to conduct a critical literature review, 
the goal is to answer two fundamental questions: 1. What are the current theoretical or policy 
issues and debates related to your topic? 2. What is the current state of knowledge about these 
issues and problems? Conducting a critical literature review will entail evaluation of a collection 
of original published books and articles in your research area that can later be used to frame a 
research project. Reading materials assigned for class will be used as a basis for expanding your 
knowledge on a subject and then identifying the constellation of works beyond the few I assign 
for class, reading, and evaluating their contributions to a set of theoretical and empirical puzzles 
or questions.   
 
Course Reading Schedule.  

Readings can be downloaded either from WSU library (LIB) or on the course website (CW) and 
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are indicated as such below.  
 
Week 1: Introduction to the course and each other 

Week 2: Democracy, Community and Freedom of Movement  

Joseph Carens, “Aliens and Citizens: The Case for Open Borders,” Review of Politics, 49 (2), 
1987: 251-73 (CW)  

Saskia Sassen, Losing control?: Sovereignty in an age of globalization New York: Columbia 
University Press, 1996 (chapter 3; CW)  

John Torpey, Coming and Going: On the State Monopolization of the Legitimate Means of 
Movement", Sociological Theory, 1998 (CW) 

Week 3: Theories and Mechanisms of International Migration  

Garip F. 2016. On the Move: Changing Mechanisms of Mexico-US Migration. Princeton U 
Press. Selected chapters (CW) 

Massey, D. S., Arango, J., Hugo, G., Kouaouci, A., Pellegrino, A., & Taylor, J. E. (1993). 
Theories of international migration: A review and appraisal. Population and development 
review, 19(3), 431-466. (CW) 

Fitzgerald, D. S. and Rawan Arar (2018). The Sociology of Refugee Migration. (CW) 

_________________________ 

Background reading (Optional): UNHCR Declaration: https://www.un.org/en/universal-
declaration-human-rights/index.html 

Hiskey JT, Cordova A, Orces D, Malone MF. 2016. Understanding the Central American 
refugee crisis: why they are fleeing and how U.S. policies are failing to deter them. Spec. Rep., 
Am. Immigr. Counc.,Washington, DC.  

https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/sites/default/files/research/understanding_the_cent
ral_american_refugee_crisis.pdf 

Week 4: Regulating the Entry/Exit of the Border 

Hollifield, J., P. Martin, and P. Orrenius. 2014. Controlling Immigration: A Global Perspective 
(third edition). Stanford U Press. Introduction, chapter one, and country chapter selection of your 
choosing. (CW) 

Zolberg, "Matters of State: Theorizing Immigration Policy," in C. Hirschman, et. al., The 
Handbook of International Migration, New York: Russell Sage, 2000 (CW)  
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Week 5: Interior Control and Enforcement 

Background optional text: Donato, Katharine M. and Amada Armenta. 2011. “What we know 
about Unauthorized Migration.” Annual Review of Sociology 37: 529-543. (CW) 

Kanstroom, D. (2000). Deportation, social control, and punishment: Some thoughts about why 
hard laws make bad cases. Harvard Law Review, 113(8), 1890-1935. (CW) 

Stumpf, J. (2006). The crimmigration crisis: Immigrants, crime, and sovereign power. Am. UL 
Rev., 56, 367. 

Varsanyi, M. W., Lewis, P. G., Provine, D. M., & Decker, S. (2012). A multilayered 
jurisdictional patchwork: Immigration federalism in the United States. Law & Policy, 34(2), 138-
158. https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/j.1467-9930.2011.00356. 
 
Optional: Emily Ryo, Understanding Immigrant Detention: Causes, Conditions, and 
Consequences. American Review of Law and Social Science, 2019.  
 
Week 6: Immigration and Crime 

Sampson, Robert J. "Rethinking crime and immigration." Contexts 7, no. 1 (2008): 28-33. 
 
Vega, Irene. “Empathy, Morality, and Criminality.” JEMS. 2018. 
https://sites.uci.edu/ethnography/files/2018/12/Vega-Empathy-morality-and-criminality-the-
legitimation-narratives-of-U-S-Border-Patrol-agents.pdf 
 
Optional: Martinez Jr, Ramiro, and Abel Valenzuela Jr, eds. Immigration and crime: Ethnicity, 
race, and violence. NYU Press, 2006. 

Stowell, Jacob I., Steven F. Messner, Kelly F. McGeever, and Lawrence E. Raffalovich. 
"Immigration and the recent violent crime drop in the United States: A pooled, cross-sectional 
time-series analysis of metropolitan areas." Criminology 47, no. 3 (2009): 889-928. 

Week 7: Assimilation and Immigrant Integration, An Overview 

The Integration of Immigrants into American Society. NASEM. Available at 
http://www.nap.edu/21746. Selected chapters. (CW)  

Waters, Mary C., and Tomás R. Jiménez. "Assessing immigrant assimilation: New empirical and 
theoretical challenges." Annu. Rev. Sociol. 31 (2005): 105-125. 

Jiménez, Tomás R. "Mexican immigrant replenishment and the continuing significance of 
ethnicity and race." American Journal of Sociology 113, no. 6 (2008): 1527-1567. (CW) 

Additional reading (Optional): 

Brown, Susan K. and Frank D. Bean. 2006. “Assimilation Models, Old and New: Explaining a 
Long-Term Process” Washington, DC: Migration Policy Institute. 
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http://www.migrationinformation.org/Feature/display.cfm?ID=442 

Week 8: Gender and Families  

Dreby, Joanna and Leah Schmalzbauer. 2013. “The Relational Contexts of Migration: 
Mexican Women in New Destination Sites.” Sociological Forum 28 (1): 1-26. 
 
Hondagneu-Sotelo, Pierrette. Doméstica: Immigrant Workers Cleaning and Caring in the 
Shadows of Affluence, with a New Preface. Univ of California Press, 2007. Selected chapters.  
 
Hagan, Jacqueline Maria. "Social networks, gender, and immigrant incorporation: Resources and 
constraints." American sociological review (1998): 55-67. 
 
Parreñas, Rhacel Salazar. "Mothering from a distance: Emotions, gender, and intergenerational 
relations in Filipino transnational families." Feminist studies 27, no. 2 (2001): 361-390. 
 
Week 9: Processes of Racialization  

Armenta, Amada. 2017. “Racializing Crimmigration: Structural Racism, Colorblindness, and the 
Institutional Production of Immigrant Criminality.” Sociology of Race and Ethnicity, Vol. 3 
(1): (CW) 

Lee, Jennifer. “From Undesirable to Marriageable: Hyper-Selectivity and the Racial Mobility of 
Asian Americans.” ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and Social Science. 662(1): 
79-93 (CW) 

Shams, Tahseen. "Visibility as resistance by Muslim Americans in a surveillance and security 
atmosphere." In Sociological Forum, vol. 33, no. 1, pp. 73-94. 2018. (CW) 

Week 10: Lived Experiences of Immigrants 

Menjivar and Abrego. Legal Violence. AJS. 2012. (CW) 

De Genova, N. P. (2002). Migrant “illegality” and deportability in everyday life. Annual review 
of anthropology, 31(1), 419-447. (CW) 

Abrego, Leisy J. "Legal consciousness of undocumented Latinos: Fear and stigma as barriers to 
claims-making for first-and 1.5-generation immigrants." Law & Society Review 45, no. 2 (2011): 
337-370. (CW) 

Flores, René D., and Ariela Schachter. "Who are the “illegals”? The social construction of 
illegality in the United States." American Sociological Review 83, no. 5 (2018): 839-868. 

Week 11: The Second Generation  
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Luthra, Renee, Thomas Soehl, and Roger Waldinger. "Reconceptualizing Context: A Multilevel 
Model of the Context of Reception and Second-Generation Educational 
Attainment." International Migration Review 52, no. 3 (2018): 898-928. (LIB) 
 
Portes, Alejandro, and Min Zhou. "The new second generation: Segmented assimilation and its 
variants." The annals of the American academy of political and social science 530, no. 1 (1993): 
74-96. (LIB) 

Telles, Edward E., and Vilma Ortiz. Generations of exclusion: Mexican-Americans, assimilation, 
and race. Russell Sage Foundation, 2008. Selected chapters TBD (CW) 

Week 12: Social and Political Nature of Citizenship and Belonging 

Gilbertson and Singer. Defensive Naturalization. (CW) 

Van Hook et al. For love or money? IMR. 2006. (CW) 

Irene Bloemraad, Becoming a Citizen: Incorporating Immigrants and Refugees in the United 
States and Canada, Berkeley: UC Press, 2006, Chapters 1, 3, 4 and skim 5 (CW)  

Street, Alex. “My Child Will Be a Citizen: Intergenerational Motives for Naturalization,” World 
Politics 66(2). (CW) 

Week 13: Migrant Transnationalism Theory and Concepts  

Waldinger, Roger, and David Fitzgerald. "Transnationalism in Question." American Journal of 
Sociology 109.5 (2004): 1177-1195. (CW)  

Basch, Linda, Nina Glick Schiller, and Christina Szanton Blanc. Nations unbound: 
Transnational projects, postcolonial predicaments, and deterritorialized nation-states. 
Routledge, 2005. Introduction and ch1. (CW) 

Levitt, Peggy. "Social remittances: Migration driven local-level forms of cultural 
diffusion." International migration review 32, no. 4 (1998): 926-948. (LIB) 

Mazzucato, Valentina. "The double engagement: Transnationalism and integration. Ghanaian 
migrants’ lives between Ghana and the Netherlands." Journal of ethnic and migration studies 34, 
no. 2 (2008): 199-216. (LIB) 

Week 14: Migrant Cross-Border Engagement and Its Consequences 

Duquette-Rury, Lauren. Exit and Voice. UC Press. Free for download through WSU (LIB).  

Moss, D. M. (2016). Transnational repression, diaspora mobilization, and the case of the Arab 
Spring. Social Problems, spw019. (LIB) 

Week 15: Thanksgiving Holiday 
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I hope you make time to take care of yourselves with exercise, meditation, arts and crafts, 
camaraderie of friends, families, colleagues, and neighbors or whatever helps you refill your 
reservoirs of joy and energy. Remember, joy is an act of resistance during troubling times. You 
deserve beauty and joy. Full stop.  

Week 16: Last day of class. Reflecting on the weeks past.  

 
 


