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Understanding Human Society
Soc 2000 007 11130
2013 Fall Semester, Saturday, 9:35 a.m. – 12:20 p.m.
· T. Morton, Ph.D.

· Office hours: prior to or after class

· Messages (Main campus only): (313) 577-8972 

Course Description:
· Analysis of basic sociological concepts and principles to give the student an understanding of the perspective that sociology brings to the study of human society.
Course Objectives:

Required Readings:

Sociology: A Down-to-Earth Approach, James M. Henslin, 11th Edition
Book is available at both WSU Main Campus and Marwill Bookstores

Course Requirements and Grade Distribution

Class Attendance 
25%

Participation (See next page in defining participation.)
25%

Exam I
15%

Multiple choice.  Exam will be held on Saturday, October 5th 
Exam II
15%

Multiple choice.  Exam will be held on Saturday, November 2nd 
Exam III
20%

Multiple choice.  Exam will be held on Saturday, December 7th
Total
100%

*Please note: the instructor has the right to change the syllabus as necessary and impromptu writing assignments may be given out to students throughout the semester.
**Cellular telephones are to be set to vibration or turned off.**

To the Student:

*Attendance.  Please arrive promptly for class. Any student who arrives after 9:50 a.m. will be considered absent for that day.  Your attendance is expected at all class sessions and an attendance sheet will be circulated accordingly.  As I am aware, emergencies do occur.  You are allowed to miss one class period for the semester without it effecting your attendance overall.  Please inform me one week prior to your missing class.  PLEASE NOTE, ATTENDANCE IS 25% OF YOUR OVERALL GRADE.  

*Class participation.  Dialogue is an essential part of this class.  Please read the material prior to attending class and expect to participate in the discussion.  CLASS PARTICIPATION IS 25% OF YOUR OVERALL GRADE; lack of participation will effect your grade.  Students are encouraged to express their ideas in a manner respectful to those who may voice a different opinion.  Do not scream/yell over each other to voice your opinion.  This semester we will focus on the history of racism involving various ethnic groups and how it affects our everyday living.  And while sensitive remarks about the topics covered may be viewed as racist, sexist or slanderous, I suggest we agree to disagree while maintaining decency, order, and respect for cultural differences in the classroom.

*Exams.  There are two (2) exams for this class.  Students will need scantrons and a No.2 pencils to score their answers.  Neither scantrons nor the exams will be returned to the student.  However, students may view their answer sheets by setting up an appointment.  There are no makeup exams.  Should any student miss the exams for any reason, they will forfeit their percentage points for their overall grade.  Students who arrive after the start time of the examination period will not be allowed entrance into the room.  Please plan to arrive 15 minutes prior to the start of class on exam day.  You will be allotted 75 minutes for your exams.
*Due to the nature of the material discussed in this course, children are not allowed to attend lecture.

*Office hours.  I am only on campus during the time of the lecture; if you need to see me, please do so after class.

*If you have a documented disability that requires accommodations, you will need to register with Student Disability Services (SDS) for coordination of your academic accommodations. The Student Disability Services (SDS) office is located at 1600 David Adamany Undergraduate Library in the Student Academic Success Services department. SDS telephone number is 313-577-1851 or 313-577-3365 (TDD only). Once you have your accommodations in place, I will be glad to meet with you privately during my office hours to discuss your special needs. Student Disability Services’ mission is to assist the university in creating an accessible community where students with disabilities have an equal opportunity to fully participate in their educational experience at Wayne State University. 
 
*Please be aware that a delay in getting SDS accommodation letters for the current semester may hinder the availability or facilitation of those accommodations in a timely manner. Therefore, it is in your best interest to get your accommodation letters as early in the semester as possible.
*The University’s policy on cheating and plagiarism is as follows: “The principle of honesty is recognized as fundamental to a scholarly community.  Students are expected to honor this principle and I am expected to take appropriate action when instances of academic dishonesty are discovered.  On discovering such an instance, I, Dr. Morton, may give a failing grade on the assignment or for the course.  I have the responsibility of notifying the student of alleged violation and the action being taken.  Both you and I are entitled to academic due process in all such cases.  Acts of dishonesty may lead to suspension or exclusion.  Information on procedures is available in the Office of the Dean.”
*Classroom Conduct.  It is expected of students to carry themselves in a manner respectful not only to the adjunct, but to your fellow students.  Eating meals in class, doing homework for other classes, conducting conversations with fellow students during class lecture or discussion, browsing through magazines and newspapers, being disrespectful to other students while they’re voicing their opinions during class sessions, are all signs of improper conduct.  Any disruptive behavior will result in the student being asked to leave the classroom and/or Public Safety (main campus) or Farmington Hills Police Department (Oakland campus) will be alerted for removal and full disciplinary action will be brought against the student.

*Course Withdrawals:

Please note the following changes to Wayne States University’s course withdrawal policies:  

(1) The last day to add a class is Wednesday, September 4th 
(2) The last day to drop (100% tuition cancellation) is Wednesday, September 11th.
(3) The last day to withdrawal from a class is Saturday, November 9th   
(4) Beginning the fifth week of class students are no longer allowed to drop but must withdraw from classes. It is the student’s responsibility to request the withdrawal. Failure to do so will result in a grade of F. No withdrawals are permitted after the last day of classes.
(5) Student who request withdrawals will receive one of the following notations:

WP - Withdrawal with a passing grade earned to date

WF -Withdrawal with a failing grade earned to date

WN - Withdrawal never attended, or no graded work to date

Students are able to make requests to withdraw on Pipeline, and the instructor is able to approve the request on Pipeline, much as happens now with final grades.  Please note that you will not be reinstated in the course once your request to withdraw has been processed.

Students who do not complete course requirements, or do not withdraw appropriately (in timely ways) will receive a failing grade.  So, if you stop coming to class and forget to withdraw from the class, you will receive an F.

Reading Schedule

08/31
Introduction, Q & A, Class Syllabus, Expectations

09/07 
Chapter 1: The Sociological Perspective
The Sociological Perspective, pg. 3; Seeing the Braoder Social Context, pg. 4-5; The Global Context-and the Local, pg. 5; Sociology and the Other Sciences, pg. 5; the Natural Sciences, pg. 5-6, the Social Sciences, pg. 6-7; The Risks of Being a Sociologist, pg. 8, Origins of Sociology, pg. 8; Tradition Versus Science, pg. 8-9; Auguste Comte and Positivism, pg. 9-10; Herbert Spencer and Social Darwinism, pg. 10-11; Karl Marx and Class Conflict, pg. 11, Emile Durkheim and Social Integration, pg. 11-13; Max Weber and the Protestant Ethic, pg. 13-14; Values in Sociological Research, pg. 14; Verstehen and Social Facts, pg. 15; Weber and Verstehen, pg. 15; Durkheim and Social Facts, pg. 15; How Social Facts and Verstehen Fit Together, pg. 16; Sexism at the Time: Women in Early Sociology, 16-18; Racism at the Time: W. E. B. Du Bois, pg. 18; Harriet Martineau and U.S. Customs: Listening to an Early Feminist, pg. 19; Jane Addams: Sociologist and Social Reforms, pg. 19-21; W. E. B. Du Bois: The Souls of Black Folks, pg. 20; Talcott Parsons and C. Wright Mills: Contrasting Views, pg. 21; The Continuing Tension: Basic, Applied, and Public Sociology, pg. 21-22; Careers in Sociology: What Applied Sociologists Do, pg. 22; Cultural Diversity in the United States: Unanticipated Public Sociology: Studying Job Discrimination, pg. 23; Theoretical Perspectives in Sociology, pg. 24; Symbolic Interactionism, pg. 24-26, Functional Analysis, pg. 26-28; .Conflict Theory, pg. 28-29; Putting The Theoretical Perspectives Together, pg. 29; Levels of Analysis: Macro and Micro, pg. 29-30; Globalization, pg. 31
09/14
Chapter 2: Culture
What is Culture?, pg. 36; Culture and Taken-for-Granted Orientations to Life, pg. 36-37; Cultural Diversity in the United States: Culture Shock: The Arrival of the Hmong, pg. 38; Practicing Cultural Relativism, pg. 38-39; Cultural Diversity Around the World: You Are What You Eat? An Exploration in cultural Relativity, pg. 40; Components of Symbolic Cultures, pg. 39; Gestures, pg. 39-41; Language, pg. 43; Values, Norms, and Sanctions, pg. 45-47; Cultural Diversity in the United States: Race and Language: Searching for Self-Labels, pg. 46; Folkways, Mores, and Taboos, pg. 47; Countercultures, pg. 48

09/21
Chapter 3: Socialization
Society Makes Us Human, pg. 62; Feral Children, pg. 62; Isolated Children, pg. 62-63; Socialization into the Self and Mind, pg. 66; Cooley and the Looking-Glass Self, pg. 66; Mead and Role Taking, pg. 66-68; Piaget and the Development of Reasoning, pg. 68; Learning Personality, Morality, pg. 70; Freud and the Development of Personality, pg. 69-70, Kohlberg and the Development of Morality, pg. 70; Socialization into Emotions, pg. 71-72; Socialization into Gender, pg. 73; Gender Messages in the Family, pg. 73; Cultural Diversity Around the World: When Women Become Men: The Sworn Virgins, pg. 74; Gender Messages from Peers, pg. 75; Gender Messages in the Mass Media, pg. 75-76; Agents of Socialization, pg. 77; The Family, pg. 77-78; The Neighborhood, pg. 78; Religion, pg. 78-79; Day Care, pg. 79; The School, pg. 79, 81; Cultural Diversity in the United States: Immigrants and Their Children: Caught Between Two worlds, pg. 80; Peer Groups, pg. 81; The Workplace, pg. 81-82; Socialization through the Life Course, pg. 83-84; Childhood, pg. 84-85; Adolescence, pg. 85; Transitional Adulthood, pg. 85-86; The Middle Years, pg. 86; The Older Years, pg. 86-87
09/28
Chapter 5: How Sociologists Do Research
What is a Valid Sociological Topic?, pg. 122; Common Sense and the Need for Sociological Research, pg. 122-123; A Research Model, pg. 123-124; Research Methods, pg. 124- 126; Surveys, pg. 126-129; Loading the Dice: How Not to Do Research, pg. 128; Participant Observation (Fieldwork), pg. 129-130; Case Studies, pg. 130; Secondary Analysis, pg. 130; Analysis of Documents, pg. 130, 132; Gang Leader for a Day: Adventures of a Rogue Sociologist, pg. 131; Experiments, 132, 134; Deciding Which Methods to Use, pg. 134; Controversy in Sociological Research, pg. 134, 136; Doing Controversial Research – Counting the Homeless, pg. 135, Ethics in Sociological Research, pg. 137; Protecting the Subjects: The Brajuha Research, pg. 137; Misleading the Subjects: The Humphreys Research, pg. 137-138; How Research and Theory Work Together, pg. 138
10/05
Exam 1: Chapters 1 – 3 and Chapter 5 (selected readings only)
Chapter 6: Societies to Social Networks
Societies and Their Transformations, pg. 144; Hunting and Gathering Societies, pg. 144-145; Pastoral and Horticultural Societies, pg. 145; Agricultural Societies, pg. 145-147; Industrial Societies, pg. 147; Groups within Society, pg. 150-151, Primary Groups, pg. 151; In-Groups and Out-Groups, pg. 153, Social Networks, pg. 154-156; Effects of Group Size on Attitudes and Behavior, pg. 158-159; Leadership, pg. 159-161; The Power of Peer Pressure: The Asch Experiment, pg. 161-162; The Power of Authority: The Milgram Experiment, pg. 162-163
10/12
Chapter8: Deviance and Social Control
What is Deviance?, pg. 190; How Does Norms Make Social Life Possible, pg. 190-192; Human Sexuality in Cross-Cultural Perspective, pg. 191; Sanctions, pg. 192; Control Theory, pg. 195; Shaming: Making a Comeback?, pg. 196; Labeling Theory, pg. 197-199; Illegitimate Opportunity Structures: Social Class and Crime, pg. 201-204; Islands in the Street: Urban Gangs in the United States, pg. 203; Class, Crime, and the Criminal Justice System, pg. 204-205; The Criminal Justice System as an Instrument of Oppression, pg. 205-206; Reactions to Deviance, pg. 206; Street Crime and Prisons, pg. 206-208; “Three Strikes and You’re Out!” Unintended Consequences of Well-Intended Laws, pg. 208-209; Recidivism, pg. 210, The Death Penalty and Bias, pg. 210; The Killer Next door: Serial Murders in Our Midst, pg. 211; The Trouble with Official Statistics, pg. 214; The Medicalization of Deviance: Mental Illness, pg. 214-216
10/19
Chapter 9: Global Stratification
Systems of Social Stratification, pg. 220; Slavery, pg. 220-222; Caste, pg. 222-224; What Price Freedom? Slavery Today, pg. 223; Estate, pg. 225; Class, pg. 225-226; Global Stratification and the Status of Females, pg. 226; The Global Superclass, pg. 226; What Determines Social Class?, pg. 226; Karl Marx: The Means of Production, pg. 226-228; Max Weber: Property, Prestige, and Power, pg. 228; Why is Social Stratification Universal?, pg. 228; The Functionalist view: Motivating Qualified People, pg. 228-230; The Conflict Perspective: Class Conflict and Scarce Resources, pg. 230-231; Lenski’s Synthesis, pg. 231; global Stratification: Three Worlds, pg. 234-237
10/26
Chapter 10: Social Class in the United States
What is Social Class?, pg. 250; Property, pg. 250-253; How the Super-Rick Live, pg. 253; Power, pg. 254; Prestige, pg. 254-255; Status Inconsistency, pg. 255-256; Sociological Models of Social Class, pg. 256; Updating Marx, pg. 256; The Big Win: Life after the Lottery, pg. 257; Updating Marx, pg. 256, 258; Updating Weber, 258-261; Consequences of Social Class, pg. 261; Physical Health, pg. 262; Mental Health, pg. 262; Family Life, pg. 262-263; Education, pg. 263; Religion, pg. 264; Politics, pg. 264; Crime and Criminal Justice, pg. 264; Social Mobility, pg. 264; Three Types of Social Mobility, pg. 264-265; Women in Studies of Social Mobility, pg. 265; Poverty, pg. 266; Drawing the Poverty Line, pg. 266-268; Social Class and the Upward Mobility of African Americans, pg. 267; Who Are the Poor?, pg. 268-271; Some Facts about Poverty: What do You know?, pg. 270; Children of Poverty, pg. 271; The Nation’s Shame: Children in Poverty, pg. 271-272; The Dynamics of Poverty, pg. 272; Why Are People Poor?, pg. 272-273; The Welfare Debate: The Deserving and the Undeserving Poor, pg. 273; Welfare Reform, pg. 274
11/02
Exam 2: Chapters 6, 8 – 10 (Selected Readings Only)
Chapter 11: Sex and Gender
Issues of Sex and Gender, pg. 280; Gender Differences in Behavior: Biology or Culture?, pg. 280-; The Dominant Position in Sociology, pg. 282; Opening the door to Biology, pg. 282-283; Making the Social Explicitly: Emerging Masculinities and Femininities, pg. 283-284; Gender Inequality in Global Perspective, pg. 285; Women in Iran: The Times are Changing, Every So Slowly, pg. 286; How Females Became a Minority Group, pg. 285-287; Sex Typing of Work, pg. 287; Gender and the Prestige of Work, pg. 288; Other Areas of Global Discrimination, pg. 288-292;Gender Inequality in the United States, pg. 289; Fighting Back: The Rise of Feminism, pg. 292-295; Women and Smoking: Let’s Count the Reasons, pg. 293; Gender Inequality in Everyday Life, pg. 295-296; Gender Inequality in Health Care, pg. 296; Gender Inequality in Education, pg. 296-29-301; Cold-Hearted Surgeons and Their Women Victims, pg. 297; Affirmative Action for Men?, pg. 300; Gender Inequality in the Workplace, pg. 301; The Pay Gap, pg. 301-303; Is the Glass Ceiling Cracking?, pg. 303-304; Sexual Harassment – And Worse, pg. 305; Gender and Violence, pg. 305; Violence Against Women, pg. 305-307; The Changing Face of Politics, pg. 307308; Glimpsing the Future – With Hope, pg. 308
11/09
Chapter 12: Race and Ethnicity
Laying the Sociological Foundation, pg. 314; Race: Myth and Reality, pg. 314, 316; Tiger Woods: Mapping the Changing Ethnic Terrain, pg. 315; Ethnic Groups, pg. 316; Can a Plane ride Change Your Race?, pg. 317; Minority Groups and Dominant Groups, pg. 317-318; How People Construct Their Racial-Ethnic Identity, pg. 318319; Prejudice and Discrimination, pg. 319; Learning Prejudice, pg. 319-321; Individual and Institutional Discrimination, pg. 321-323; Living in the Dorm: Contact Theory, pg. 322; The Racist Mind, pg. 323; Theories of Prejudice, pg. 324; Psychological Perspectives, pg. 324-325; Sociological Perspectives, pg. 325-327; Genocide, pg. 327-329; Segregation, pg. 330; Assimilation, pg. 330; Multiculturalism (Pluralism), pg. 330: Racial – Ethnic Relations in the United States, pg. 330-332; European Americans, pg. 331; Latinos (Hispanics), pg. 331-336; The Illegal Travel Guide, pg. 335; African Americans, pg. 336-340; Asian Americans, pg. 340-342; Native Americans, pg. 342-344; The Immigration Debate, pg. 344-346; Glimpsing the Future: The Shifting U. S. Racial – Ethnic Mix, pg. 345; Affirmative Action, pg. 346-347; Toward a True Multicultural Society, pg. 347
11/16
Chapter 13: The Elderly
Aging in Global Perspective, pg. 352; The Social Construction of Aging, pg. 352; Industrialization and the Graying of the Globe, pg. 352-353; The Graying of America, pg. 353-356; The Symbolic Interactionist Perspective, pg. 356; When Are You “Old”?, pg. 356-357; Changing Perceptions of the Elderly, pg. 357-358; China: Changing Sentiment about the Elderly, pg. 359; The Influence of the Mass Media, pg. 359; The Cultural Lens: Shaping Our Perceptions of the Elderly, pg. 361; Disengagement Theory, pg. 361-362; Fighting for Resources: Social Security Legislation, pg. 362; Social Security: The Magical Money Machine, pg. 363-364; Gender and the Elderly, pg. 367; Nursing Homes, pg. 367-369; Feisty to the End: Gender Roles among the Elderly, pg. 368; Elder Abuse, pg. 369-370; Do You Want to Live in a Nursing Home?, pg. 369; The Elderly Poor, pg. 370-371; The Sociology of Death and Dying, pg. 371; Death as a Process, pg. 371-372; Hospices, pg. 372-373; Suicide and Age, pg. 373; Adjusting to Death, pg. 373; Looking Toward the Future, pg. 373; New Views of Aging, pg. 375
11/23
Chapter 16: Marriage and Family
Marriage and Family in Global Perspective, pg. 442; What Is a Family?, pg. 442; What is Marriage?, pg. 442-443; Common Cultural Themes, pg. 443-445; Online Dating: Risks and Rewards, pg. 444; Marriage and Family in Theoretical Perspective, pg. 445; The Conflict Perspective: Struggles Between Husbands and Wives, pg. 446; The Symbolic Interactionist Perspective: Gender, Housework, and Child Care, pg. 446-447; The Family Life Cycle, pg. 446; Love and Courtship in Global Perspective, pg. 447-448; Marriage, pg. 448, 450; East is East and West is West: Love and Arranged Marriage in India, pg. 449; What Color Eyes? How Tall? Designer Babies on the Way, pg. 451; Child Rearing, pg. 452-453; Family Transition, pg. 453-454; Diversity in U.S. Families, pg. 454; African American Families, pg. 454-455; Latino Families, pg. 455-456; Asian American Families, pg. 456; Native American Families, pg. 456; One-Parent Families, pg. 457-458; Families without Children, pg. 458; Blended Families, pg. 458; Gay and Lesbian Families, pg. 458-458; Trends in U.S. Families, pg. 459; The Changing Timetable of Family Life: Marriage and Childbirth, pg. 459-460; Cohabitation, pg. 460; The “Sandwich Generation” and Elder Care, pg. 461-463; Divorce and Remarriage, pg. 463; Children of Divorce, pg. 463-466; What are Your Chances of Getting Divorced?, pg. 465; Grandchildren of Divorce, pg. 466-467; Fathers’ Contact with Children after Divorce, pg. 467; The Ex-Spouses, pg. 467; Two Sides of Family Life, pg. 467; The Dark Side of Family Life: Battering, Child Abuse, Marital Rape, and Incest, pg. 467-470; “Why Doesn’t She Just Leave?” The Dilemma of Abused Women, pg. 469; The Bright Side of Family Life: Successful Marriages, pg. 47-4710; The Future of Marriage and Family, pg. 471-472
11/30
No Class in observance of the Thanksgiving Holiday

12/07
Exam II: Chapters 11-13, 16 (Selected Readings Only)
