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Course Description

This course addresses the use of the sociological perspective to examine social issues/problems in U.S. society and globally. The focus of the class is on the centrality of race, class, and gender as analytical categories by which to understand social issues/problems. Included in the course are an examination of social movements and their relationship to solving social issues/problems. This class will utilize Blackboard and other Internet resources.

Course objectives/outcomes: At the end of this class students will:

1. Understand the extent and various forms of social issues/problems

2. Be informed of the extensive economic and social –status inequality in the U.S.A.

3. Comprehend how race, ethnicity, and gender are associated with social issues/problems

4. Be aware of  how inequality in the USA compares to that found in other countries

5. Be skillful in working online with Blackboard and other Internet resources
6. Understand the classical and contemporary sociological perspectives on social issues/problems

7. Be able to utilize analytical skills in examining the scope, and consequences of inequality
8. Reflect on the value of service learning as facilitative of academic learning, civil participation and the community.

REQUIRED READINGS

Macionis, John J. 4th Ed. Social Problems. Pearson – Prentice Hall.

ATTENDANCE 
Attendance is expected and required.  Regular attendance will help assure success in this course and is vital in understanding lectures and assigned readings. 
Students with a Disability

If you have a documented disability that requires accommodations, you will need to register with Student Disability Services for coordination of your academic accommodations. The Student Disability Services (SDS) office is located at 1600 David Adamany Undergraduate Library in the Student Academic Success Services department. SDS telephone number is 313-577-1851 or 313-577-3365 (TTY: telecommunication device for the deaf; phone for hearing impaired students only). Once you have your accommodations in place, you or SDS should contact me via email to discuss your needs. Student Disability Services' mission is to assist the university in creating an accessible community where students with disabilities have an equal opportunity to fully participate in their educational experience at Wayne State University.
*Please see me after class if you have a documented disability that falls under WSU guidelines. 
GRADING
Assignments and examinations will receive the following weighting:













Points

Exam 1








25


Exam 2








25
Exam 3








25
Exam 4                                                                                                            25

Final                                                                                                                40

Term Paper   








30




Current events







            20




Online Assignment    







20

Presentation








30




Class Participation







10
Total








           250



Missing assignments will default to a 0 upon grade calculation. Students with special circumstances who want to request an incomplete grade for the semester should contact the instructor at least one week prior to the final exam.  

The Exams will cover material from the chapters indicated on syllabus. 

READING ASSIGNMENTS
Please read the assignments as they are listed on the syllabus.  You are responsible for all text materials in anticipation of class discussions & examinations.  I will assume you have read materials as they are listed when I present lectures.  Therefore, if you keep up with the readings, you will be better able to integrate them into lecture materials.  Also, it is very important to have read appropriate materials prior to student's presentations.  This will enhance your understanding, allow you to ask relevant questions, and contribute to a lively discussion.

REGARDING LECTURES:

I suggest taking notes during lecture.  Lectures are generally related to topics in the texts, but are not always directly covered in those texts.  Examinations will be primarily based on lecture materials, with readings to be used as important supportive information.

Assignments
1. Presentation:
At the first class meeting the class will self-organize into groups of no more than three persons and each group will be responsible for a class presentation of a social problem. The presentation must be on Power Point and each group member should participate in the presentation, meaning, everyone must present something.  Advancing the slides on the Power Point presentation while another member of the group presents, does not constitute participating in the presentation. A copy of the power point presentation should be turned in to the instructor one week prior to presenting. Each member of the group will actively participate in the presentation. A presentation outline will be given by instructor. 

2. Class Participation: 

Class participation consists of attendance and contributions in class discussions. Responses should be insightful and detailed.  If you do not agree with something that is said by a classmate, you can disagree tastefully. You cannot attack other students’ opinions or beliefs. 
3. Final Paper

For the final paper, you will discuss a social problem NOT covered during the semester. The goal of this assignment is to connect the social problem you select to a broader issue discussed during the semester, i.e. race, class/poverty, gender, sexuality, aging, etc. Your paper should average 5-6 pages and include relevant statistics and concepts discussed in your text and in lecture/slides.  Be sure to cite your sources appropriately. Grading will be based on the following criteria:
1. Did student define the nature of the social problem they chose? Did they clearly explain why it is a social problem, in terms of a) how it is a harmful condition, b) how it results from the way society operates, and c) why it needs to change? 

2. Did student conduct research on the social problem they chose using reliable, non-internet based, scholarship and/or data? Did student properly cite this scholarship and/or data?

3. Did students tie the social problem they chose to a broader issue discussed during the semester and explain the relationship between both problems? Did student include supporting data, concepts and/or statistics from the text and/or lecture? Was this data properly cited?

4. Did student propose a clear and reasonable intervention, i.e. a way to change the social problem they discuss? Did the intervention reflect a broader intervention that went beyond changing individuals, one at a time? Was the relationship between the social problem and proposed intervention clearly explained? 

5. Did the student provide a concrete example of the intervention, i.e. programs and/or organizations? Was this example explained with supporting documentation, i.e. brochures, copies of news coverage, etc.?

6. Did the student proofread his/her paper for any typographical or grammatical errors? Was the student’s paper original, provocative, and/or compelling?

****Please refer to Wayne State University (WSU) guidelines regarding cheating and plagiarism. Assignments that significantly (>10%) misrepresent others’ work as their own, e.g. without appropriate reference to original source, will be reported to WSU administration and automatically receive a failing grade. In these instances, students will not have an opportunity to redo an assignment
4. Current Events:
I will lecture for about one hour at the beginning of each class meeting.  For the remainder of each class meeting we will have discussion of course readings.  Each student will be responsible for facilitating a discussion during one class meeting.  Facilitation will include coming to class with a list of key themes and/or concepts that one wants to discuss with the larger group and/or a list of questions that one thinks will stimulate discussion of key issues in the readings.  Facilitators will also be responsible for posting on Blackboard the Monday before their appointed discussion day a link to a current event article that relates to the topic to be discussed, so that all students can view the materials before coming to class on Saturday.  While I will help facilitate discussions, students should be ready to take charge of the discussion on their appointed day.  NOTE: If there is more than one facilitator per class meeting, students are responsible for meeting the week before to coordinate their presentation and discussion of the course material so that there is no overlap.
5. Online Assignment
Instructor will provide details of the online assignment in class. 
******NO EMAIL ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED, NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS ACCEPTED, & ALL ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF THE CLASS *********
CLASS PLAN


SESSION #



TOPIC


ASSIGNMENTS
	#1-   1/12
	Introductions, Ice-Breaker, Syllabus


	WELCOME!!!!

	#2-  1/19
	“Studying Social Problems”
	Chapter 1 



	#3 -   1/26 
	“Poverty and Wealth”

	Chapter 2 


	#4 -   2/2
	Exam 1
	

	#5 -   2/9
	“Racial and Ethnic Inequality” 


	Chapter 3 



	#6 -  2/16
	“Gender Inequality”


	Chapter 4 



	#7 -   2/23
	Exam 2
	

	#8 -   3/2
	 “Aging and Inequality” 

	 Chapter 5

	#9 -   3/9
	“Crime, Violence, and Criminal Justice”


	Chapter 6 

	#10 -   3/23
	Exam 3
	 

	#11 -   3/30
	“Sexuality”

	Chapter 7

	#12 -   4/6
	“Economy and Politics”


	Chapter 10


	#13 -   4/13
	Exam 4
	

	#14-   4/20
	“Education”
	Chapter 13

	#15-  4/27   
	Final  Exam, Presentation, & Term Papers Due
	

	
	
	


Grade Scale:

A = 250 – 230

A- = 229 – 225

B+ = 224 – 220

B = 219 – 205
B- = 204 – 200
C+ = 199 – 192

C = 191 – 176


D = 175 – 151
F = 150 - BELOW
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