                                                                                                                                                           Soc. 3400 Exploring Marriage and Other Intimate Relationships
Fall 2013
Professor: Dr. Arifa K. Javed

Time: Thursdays 4:30-7:15 pm
Old Main Room 1115
Email Address: ad9261@wayne.edu
Office Location: 2254 FAB
Office hours: Thursdays 2:50-3:50 pm or by appointment 
Course Description

This course attempts at a sociological understanding of intimate relationships within and outside the institution of family in our postmodern society. It includes the impact of various social, economic, technological and cultural factors on American family and its norms and values relating to issues like marriage and cohabitation, familial roles, stability, divorce and parenting. It will look at families using a structurally diverse approach and includes an additional component of case studies of minority families that form an essential part of the changing social fabric in America. 
Course Objectives

It is expected that this course will enable students to have a comparative understanding of the institution of family and related issues in mainstream American society and among minorities. This course aims at training the students to write their paper in a sociological perspective and do an oral presentation of their assigned readings using power point.
The course will fulfill following objectives:
1. A historical overview of the institutions of Marriage and family.
2. A sociological understanding of the family, its dynamics and why and how they vary with time.
3. An awareness of some of the social, cultural, historical, religious and economic factors that have an impact on family dynamics.

4. An evaluation of the impact of changing gender roles on interpersonal relationships within the family.

5. A comparison of the traditional institution of marriage to the other non-marital yet intimate relationships in our postmodern society.

6. An evaluation of the impact of class, race and ethnicity on marriage and other intimate relationships.
Readings 
1. Cherlin Andrew J. Public and Private Families-An Introduction, seventh edition
2. Stephanie Coontz, Marriage, a History How Love Conquered Marriage
3. Eric Klinenberg Going Solo: The Extraordinary Rise and Surprising Appeal of Living Alone 
4. Kathryn Edin Doing the Best I Can: Fatherhood in the Inner City

Grading

Total points 200 
            The final grade will be determined by:

1. Attendance —30 points
 The students will get 2 points for each class they attend. The students who have attended all thirteen classes would get four extra points.

2. Participation —10 points.
There will be two participation lists circulated during the semester. Getting on each list means earning 5 points.
3. Exam- 100 points. 
There will be two exams - a mid term and a final towards the end of the semester. Both will have multiple choice and true and false questions based on the materials covered in class.

4. Paper — 30 points
 Students are required to do a 7-page paper, focusing on one problematic issue in the institution of family or other intimate relationships that appears to be responsible for its growing instability and dysfunctionality. This can be based on personal life experiences examined in the light of the sociological perspective acquired through this course. Each paper should include: introduction, a short literature review, theoretical framework, and a detailed discussion of the problem, an analysis and conclusion. 
Submission Dates

By 11/7/13 first draft of this paper should be ready. The final draft of this paper needs to be turned in on 11/21/13.

Late Assignments: Assignments will be reduced in value by 5 points for each day the assignment is late.

Length and style 

Substance matters more than the number of pages. Students are expected to follow the ASA style and include an abstract at the beginning of the paper. 

. 

5. Presentation —30 points
        On the first day of class students will be divided into groups and each group will be assigned a reading list and a date of their presentation. They will do a detailed presentation based on those readings on the assigned date. Please make bullet points for your power point presentation and talk about them.  Don’t copy and paste paragraphs from the books on your slides and end up reading them in front of the class.
The presentation grade will depend on:

Knowledge of the material (how well each reading is covered) 20 points
Presentation style (clarity of communication and creativity) 5 points
Written Paper summarizing the reading (not more than 3 pages) 5 points
Criteria for Presentation

a. Do not read the presentation. Maintain an eye contact and summarize the points of discussion.

b.   Overheads and power points may be use to enhance communication.

c.  Readings should be properly distributed among the presenters.

d. A written paper to be submitted by the group to earn a grade for presentation. This is due on the day of the presentation.
Grading Scale
A      93.51-100%                                          
A-     89.51-93.50%

B+ 86.51-89.50%

B      82.51-86.50%

B-    78.51-82.50%

C+ 75.51-78.50%

C     71.51-75.50%

C-    67.51-71.50%

D+ 64.51-67.50%

D     59.51-64.50%
D-    54.51-59.50%

F      54.50 or below
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

As per university rules, reasonable accommodation will be made for students with documented disabilities. Students need to register with the Disability Resource Office within the first three weeks of the first day of class. 

Plagiarism
Papers submitted by the students will be run through the safe assign program. Anything more than a 20% match is unacceptable.

It is the students’ responsibility to abide by the university’s standards of academic conduct. Students involved in cheating or plagiarism will be penalized to the fullest extent. This may include failing this course and expulsion from the university.
Course Policies

1. Attendance: Students are expected to attend all classes. They get 2 points for each class they attend. The students who have attended all thirteen classes would get four extra points.

2. Participation: Readings are assigned to facilitate discourse for each class session. Students are expected to read the assigned readings before class. They will not receive points for class participation if they do not take part in class discussions.
3. Missed Classes: If you are absent from class it is your responsibility to obtain materials covered in class.
Avoid late arrivals and early departures in order to earn attendance points for that class.
4. Late Assignments: Assignments will be reduced in value by 5 points for each day the assignment is late.

5. Classroom Conduct: Students are expected to maintain decorum of the class and refrain from personal attacks during class discussions.
Doing homework for other classes, talking to fellow students during lecture or discussions, browsing through magazines and newspapers are all signs of improper class conduct.

Students are not allowed to talk on cell phones while the class is in session. Turn the cell phones off

Students are not allowed to be online, text messages, play computer games, write papers or do additional assignments. Anyone caught doing any of these will be asked to leave the class and will be marked absent for that day.

6. Violation of Academic Integrity: Evidence of any kind of cheating or plagiarism will result in serious penalties, depending on the situation, including failure of the course.
7. Make up Exams and Presentation: No make-ups allowed for the missed exam or the presentations. Missing any of these will adversely affect your final grade.

8. Special Needs and accommodations: The students who have a documented disability need to register with student disability services for coordination of their academic accommodations.

Course Outline (Dates may vary depending on the flow of the class)
AUG. 29th
Introduction and course overview

SEPT. 5th   

Images, Ideals and Myths about Family

Marriage and Individualism

SEPT. 12th

A Historical Perspective on Marriage 

Sociological Perspectives on Family as an Institution
Readings:

 Coontz Chapter 1, 2 & 3
Cherlin Chapter1
SEPT. 19th  
The History of the Family and Emergence of its New Forms and Variations
Readings:

Coontz Chapter 5
Cherlin Chapter 2
SEPT. 26th 

Societal Upheavals Structural Transformation and the Impact on Families

Readings:

Coontz sChapter 8 and 9
OCT. 3rd 
Social Class, Race Gender and Families
Readings:
Coontz Chapter 11
Cherlin Chapter 4 & 5
OCT. 10th  
MID TERM
OCT. 17th
 Work and Family Issues

Readings:

Coontz Chapter 13

Cherlin Chapter 8

OCT.24th 
Cohabitation and Marriages
Readings:

Coontz Chapter 16

Cherlin Chapter 7

 OCT. 31st.
Divorce and Remarriage

Readings:

Coontz Chapter 17 
Cherlin Chapter 12

NOV. 7th 
 Minority Families in United States
Arab American Families

NOV.14th
Hispanic American Families

NOV. 21st 
Indo- American Families
DEC. 5th 
FINAL EXAM
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