*UNDERSTANDING HUMAN SOCIETY
Soc. 2000- 10, Fall 2013
Professor: Dr. Arifa K. Javed
Time: Tuesday Thursday 1:25 pm-2: 50 pm
Room 206 State Hall
E-mail: akjaved@umd.umich.edu

 2254 FAB
Office Hrs. Thursday. 2:50-3:50 pm or by appointment
Course Objectives

The three main objectives of this course are: 
1. Acquiring a Sociological Perspective

This course introduces students to the basic concepts and theories involved in the study of the science of Sociology and helps them understand the dynamics of the society in terms of how it shapes the lives of individuals while they form and shape the society. By the end of this semester the students are expected to develop a worldview more specifically called “the Sociological Perspective”.  This will help them view the social issues with new perceptions that are neutral, rational and scientific.

2. Processing the Information in a Comparative and Applied Perspectives
The next important objective is to help students to acquire a comparative and applied perspective.

a. Comparative Perspective: In this post modern era of a globalized world, it is an essential objective of the course to provide the students with a comparative perspective  that enables to broaden the understanding of their own society by comparing and contrasting it to other societies around them.

b. Applied Perspective: This courses also helps students to understand the subject matter in a way that they can apply it to their real life situation. While the textbook gives them grounding in the principles of sociology, additional readings help the students to acquire an applied perspective.

3. Improving the Verbal Skills of Communication

Power point presentations based on additional readings are an essential part of this course. They help the students enhance their verbal skills of communications.
Course Requirements

Students are expected to read in advance the sections of the text specified on the outline and come to the class prepared to participate in a meaningful discussion. They are advised to make an effort to approach this course with an open mind so that they are able to understand and analyze its content in a neutral and rational framework. 

Textbook

James M. Henslin, Sociology: A Down to Earth Approach, (11th edition), Allyn and Bacon

Additional Reading

Tom Friedman: That Used to be Us
Michael Sandel: What Money Can’t Buy
Grading

The final grade will be determined out of 200 points
1. Exams                                                    150 points

There will be a total of four exams out of which three best will be counted. Each exam will have a section of true and false and multiple choice questions. 

2. Attendance and Class Participation    30 points
Attendance                                                  15 points

Participation                                                15 points
These points can be earned by coming to class regularly and participating in the class discussions. 
3. Presentation                                           20 points

On the first day of class students will be divided into groups and each group will be assigned a reading list and a date of their presentation. They will do a detailed presentation based on those readings on the assigned date. The presentation power points need to be posted on the forum (discussion board) on Blackboard the NIGHT BEFORE the presentation. Otherwise the group will lose 5 points

The presentation grade will depend on:

Knowledge of the material (how well each reading is covered) 12 points

Presentation style (clarity of communication and creativity) 8 points

     Criteria for Presentation

1. Do not read the presentation. Maintain an eye contact and summarize the points of discussion.

2. Overheads and power points may be use to enhance communication.

3. Readings should be properly distributed among the presenters.

MAKE-UP EXAM 
There will be NO MAKE-UP EXAMS. Out of the total number of exams given, the one with the lowest score will be dropped. Out of a total of four exams, if a student misses one, the scores of the remaining three will be counted. However it will be in the interest of the students to take all the four exams so that they have the option of getting the one with the lowest score dropped.  
Academic Dishonesty

Evidence of cheating will result in serious penalties, depending on the situation, including failure of the course.  

Special Needs and accommodations
The students who have a documented disability need to register with student disability services for coordination of their academic accommodations.

Grading Scale

A   96-100%

A-   90-95%

B+ 86-89%

B    80-85%

B-   76-79%

C+ 70-75%

C    66-69%

C-   60-65%

D+ 56-59%

D    50-55%

A Few Important Rules for the Classroom 
1. Come to class on time. 
2. Do not leave early without letting the professor know in advance (unless it is an emergency). If you must leave early, please do so without interrupting others. 

3. Do not engage in inappropriate or disruptive behavior in the classroom. The professor reserves the right to ask you to leave for the day and/or have you removed from the class roster if you choose to behave in this manner repeatedly. 

4. TURN ALL CELL PHONES OFF PRIOR TO ENTERING THE CLASSROOM (this means the ringer AND the vibrator). The professor reserves the right to ask you to leave for the day and/or have you removed from the class roster if you choose not to follow this rule. 
5. Classroom Conduct: Students are expected to maintain decorum of the class and refrain from personal attacks during class discussions.
Doing homework for other classes, talking to fellow students during lecture or discussions, browsing through magazines and newspapers are all signs of improper class conduct.

 Students are not allowed to be online, text messages, play computer games, write papers or do additional assignments. Anyone caught doing any of these will be asked to leave the class and will be marked absent for that day.

 6. Do not audiotape any class presentations, lectures, or discussions without prior permission. The professor reserves the right to confiscate the tapes and the recorder if you do not follow this rule. 

7. It is students’ responsibility to sign the attendance sheet circulated in each class the same day. 

8. Students are advised not to calculate their grades after each test and panic without taking into consideration the points they earn through attendance and class participation. 

9. Students are advised to be on time. Those who are more than 15 minutes late will not be allowed to take the test. 

10. The students are required to bring SCANTRON AND # 2 PENCILS for the test. 

11. The students who get less than 30 out of 50 points on the first exam are highly recommended to work hard or withdraw from the course, because they have fewer chances of passing the course even though the lowest grade gets dropped. 

COURSE OUTLINE -1/8/13-4/18/13

                                                                                                                                           The sociological Perspective                                                                 Chapter 1 
Culture                                                                                                   Chapter 2

Socialization                                                                                          Chapter 3
First Exam 9/26/13
Social Structure and Social Interaction                                                 Chapter 4
Societies to Social Networks                                                                Chapter 6

Deviance and social control                                                                  Chapter 8
Second Exam 10/24/13
Global Stratification                                                                              Chapter 9                                                                                                       Social Class in United States                                                                 Chapter 10  
 Education                                                                                              Chapter 17
Third Exam 11/19/13 
Race and Ethnicity                                                                                 Chapter 12 
Marriage and Family                                                                              Chapter 16
Fourth Exam 12/5/13 
