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AFS5570: Race Relations in Urban Society (Section 001, CRN: 25167)
SOCB8710: Advanced Seminar on Race and Ethnicity (Section 001, CRN: 27466)
SOC8802: Topics in Urban Sociology (Section 001, CRNL 26502

WHEN: TUE 5:30-8:15

WHERE: 0106 MAIN

TERM: WINTER 2013

Professor: David Fasenfest

Email: david.fasenfest@wayne.edu

Office: 3229 FAB

Tel: 313-577-2930

Hours: Tuesdays, 2:30-3:30, and by appointment

“As long as the black man is among his own, he will have no occasion, except in minor
internal conflicts, to experience his being through others. There is of course the moment
of “being for others,” of which Hegel speaks, but every ontology is made unattainable in
a colonized and civilized society. It would seem that this fact has not been given
sufficient attention by those who have discussed the question. In the Weltanschauung of
a colonized people there is an impurity, a flaw that outlaws any ontological explanation.
Someone may object that this is the case with every individual, but such an objection
merely conceals a basic problem.”

Frantz Fanon (1952), “The Fact of Blackness”

INTRODUCTION

With the election of Barack Obama, first in 2008 and his re-election in 2012, several lines of
commentary emerged reflecting our current socio-political-economy: 1) Does the initial election
reflect the fact that we are now a “post-racial” society (or conversely, was the very strong and,
by some accounts, very agitated opposition to Obama’s first term reflect a fundamental racism
still defining our society)? 2) Can we anticipate a significant shift in society as this last election
placed into sharp contrast the fact that we are rapidly if not already a “majority minority”
society—by that we simply mean Whites are no longer the majority, if not now, then in the very
near future; and 3) Is there a significant shift in the structure of the US society as through the
growing concentration of non-Whites in our major conurbations consistent with a steady global
process of spreading urbanization and ever larger city size—especially if we think of the city as
more than its narrowly defined political boundaries?

This course, for upper level undergraduates and graduate students, will explore how we have
come to understand the concept of race, how people create racial identities (for themselves, for
others), and how the urban setting helps define and articulate the racial nature of our society. We
will then be using the notion of covert racism as a foundation to examine the impact, importance
and persistence of race in our social and political discourse.
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COURSE READING

This course is divided into two parts. In part one (up to Spring Break) we will focus on
developing an understanding of race in the context of urban society. Readings will come from
the works of Manning Marable, William Julius Wilson, and additional articles uploaded into
Blackboard. The second part of the course will explore our current experiences with race as we
examine what racism looks like in a supposedly “post-racial”” society. Readings will come from
the volume edited by Rodney Coates plus, again, additional articles and other material | provide
as the semester progresses. For the last two weeks of the semester you will be asked to read one
or two articles identified by the paper presenters to guide the class discussion.

The following books will be available at the university bookstore, via online services like
Amazon, and in the case of the Coates book, by special arrangement from Haymarket (see
below).

Marable, Manning 1983 How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America: Problems in
Race, Political Economy, and Society Boston, MA: South End Press [HCUBA]

Rodney Coates, 2011 Covert Racism: Theories, Institutions and Experiences Leiden:
Brill (hardcover) and Chicago: Haymarket (paperback) [CR]

Wilson, William Julius, 2009 More than Just Race: Being Black and Poor in the Inner
City New York, NY: W. W. Norton [MTJR]

Wilson, William Julius 1996 When Work Disappears: The World of the New Urban Poor
New York, NY: Vintage Books [WW0D]

The Rodney Coates paperback is available at a deeper discount, 30% off the $36 cover price, if it
is ordered directly from Haymarket (www.haymarketbooks.org), by using the discount code, see
http://criticalsociology.org/classroom_tools/haymarket/Covert Racism_flyer%20rs.pdf

All additional required readings listed below will be found either as a PDF available to be
downloaded from Blackboard, or given to you as a citation to a journal article available for
download through the WSU online library collection of journals (see
http://www.lib.wayne.edu/).

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS

First and foremost, you will be expected to arrive in class having done the reading assigned for
that class period. Being prepared for class is the expectation, coming unprepared has potential
consequences.

Undergraduates (enrolled in either SOC or AFS 5570) will be graded in two phases: 1) an
assessment of the readings for 8 of the weeks (due on the weeks indicated with an * on the
course schedule below). This will take the form of a critical summary (not just a restatement of


http://www.haymarketbooks.org/
http://criticalsociology.org/classroom_tools/haymarket/Covert_Racism_flyer%20rs.pdf
http://www.lib.wayne.edu/

David Fasenfest, Race and Urban Society, Winter 2013

what is in the article) of the main points presented, plus your reaction to what was read (3-5
pages); and 2) a take home final exam question requiring a well crafted essay (questions to be
provided on Blackboard April 9™).

Graduate students (in 8710 or 8802) will be graded based two requirements: 1) giving a
presentation of their class seminar paper in a conference format (undergraduates will serve as
discussants for these paper presentations) for which they will be assigning 1 or 2 foundational
articles everyone will have to read in preparation for class discussion; and 2) a final paper that
incorporates written and verbal comments received. Paper proposals are due Feb 24", first drafts
of the paper will be due to me by March 31, and your course paper will be due April 28" (as an
email attachment). Draft seminar papers will be made available on Blackboard prior to the class
presentation; everyone will be required to read them prior to the presentation and be prepared to
make comments. Paper discussants are to provide written comments to the authors.

The paper proposal should fall into one of the 5 topic areas in the expanded bibliography below,
and will contain: 1) a brief (maximum 1 page) description of the project topic and its central
focus, 2) a preliminary scan of existing literature on that topic, and 3) a bibliography of possible
or likely sources on which this paper will be based. This proposal must be submitted as an
attachment by February 24™. Appended to this syllabus is an extensive bibliography of key
works in each section. These can serve as a resource for developing your seminar paper. You
are, of course, free to venture beyond these suggestions as you develop your paper topic.

Your final grade will be based on your performance on all the written assignments and exams
turned in during the semester. We will discuss this more fully in class.

COURSE GRADING

“A” level work consists of cogent, well-articulated, and well-developed written and oral
presentation, demonstrating insight, originality, and complexity in both form (e.g., language,
expression, organization) and substance (e.g., logical argumentation, factual accuracy, and
appropriate examples); critical thinking skills are amply demonstrated; sociological imagination
is highly active; tasks are completed on time and according to the guidelines, often going “above
and beyond”. “A” level work is considered excellent.

“A-/B+” level work may be thoughtful and developed, but may not be original, particularly
insightful, or precise. While ideas might be clear, focused, and organized, they are less likely to
be comprehensive or dialectical. Critical thinking skills are satisfactory; sociological imagination
is active. “A-" level work is considered good and shows some originality. “B+” work is still
good, but only goes a little beyond the most basic grasp of concepts and ideas though with
satisfactory levels of communication. This is my most common grade range.

“B” level work is reasonably competent, yet may be unclear, inconsistent, and minimally
inadequate in form and/or content. Critical thinking skills are minimal; sociological imagination
is weak. “B” level work is considered mediocre and barely adequate. Keep in mind that you
must get at least a “B” in any graduate course for a passing grade, and your overall average has
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to be better than a “B” implying offsetting “A” grades. This grade will reflect my concern about
your overall grasp of the material and/or your ability to convey what you know effectively.

“B-" level work is not competent, appropriate, relevant, complete, and/or adequate in form
and/or content, thereby not fully meeting the minimum requirements. Critical thinking skills are
largely absent; likewise with sociological imagination. “B-" level work is not passing at the
graduate level, and will require you to retake this course. | do not give a grade lower than “B-"
in most instances to graduate students.

“C/C-"" level work shows the barest understanding of the subject or task assigned, is poorly
written, and fails to make a coherent argument. Students who receive this grade tend to confuse
description with analysis, an inventory of the work with a discussion of the concepts, and in most
instances reflect knowledge of the issues based on summaries or book reviews rather than a
reflection on the actual works mentioned. | generally do not give a grade below C- to
undergraduates who make any effort.

“D” level work is given to any paper that is inadequate, and only reflects the fact that an
assignment was turned in—otherwise the student would receive an F.

“WN/P/F” is given when you withdraw from the course. “N” is given when no work was
done—and | encourage you to quickly withdraw to get a refund if you start to miss class. “P” is
given when you have completed all work to date in a satisfactory manner but must withdraw
from the course (and I will not require an explanation from you). “F” is given when you decide
to withdraw and you have not maintained the work and assignments up to the date of the request.
All requests for withdrawal are initiated by the student, per the university deadline. Any appeal
must be directed to the Registrar (to rescind the request).

THERE WILL BE NO INCOMPLETES GIVEN FOR THIS COURSE

IMPORTANT DATES

January 18:  Last day to withdraw with full tuition refund

February 24: Seminar paper proposal due

March 12: Spring Break—no class

March 23: Last day to withdraw from the course with a “W” grade

March 26: Reading assignment selection deadline

March 31.: First draft of seminar papers due—»basis of the class presentation

April 28: Final seminar papers and take home exams due



David Fasenfest, Race and Urban Society, Winter 2013

COURSE OUTLINE

DATE | TOPIC | READINGS
Jan 8 INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE
Fanon, Black Skin White Mask (on Blackboard
as a PDF)
Jan 15 | Does Race Matter? Warren, Subyrban Ifolatlon and Race Tension:
The Detroit Case
Williams, “The Hidden Meanings of ‘Black
English’”
Jan 22* | Race in the City Wilson, MTJR all
Jan 29* | Race and Poverty: Working Class | Marable, HCUBA chapters 1-4
Feb 5* | Race and Poverty: Inner City Wilson, WWD chapters 1-5
Feb 12* | Race and Poverty: Elites Marable, HCUBA chapters 5-8
: Marable, HCUBA chapters 9-10
* . ’
Feb 19* | Race and Poverty: Policy Wilson, WWD chapters 6-8
Lichter et al. “The Geography of Exclusion:
Race, Segregation and Concentrated Poverty
Crowder et al. “Neighborhood Diversity,
Feb 26 | Racial Boundaries and Barriers mgropollf’an Constraints, and Household
igration
Pais et al. “Metropolitan Heterogeneity and
Minority Neighborhood Attainment: Spatial
Assimilation or Place Stratification?”
i . Hill Collins, “The New Politics of Community”
Mar5 | Post-Racial Society Farley “The Waning of American Apartheid?”
Mar 12 SPRING BREAK
Mar 19* | Perspectives on Covert Racism Coates, CR Part | (all articles)
Mar 26* | Covert Racism and Institutions Coates, CR Part Il (all articles)
Apr 2* | Covert Racism and Individuals Coates, CR Part 111 (all articles)
Apr9 | Student Presentations, Group A Student assigned readings
Apr 16 | Student Presentations, Group B Student assigned readings
Apr 28 FINALS AND PAPERS DUE APRIL 28, 5PM
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EXPANDED BIBLIOGRAPHY

1. Racial Formations

Allen, Robert 1970 Black Awakening in Capitalist America. Garden City, NY: Anchor Books

Allen, Theodore 1994 The Invention of the White Race (Volume One: Racial Oppression and
Social Control) London: Verso

Allen, Theodore 1997 The Invention of the White Race Vo Il London: Verso

Austin, Algernon, 2006. Achieving Blackness: Race, Black Nationalism, and Afrocentrism in the
Twentieth Century. New York: New York University Press,

Bush, Roderick D. 2009 The End of White World Supremacy: Black Internationalism and the
Problem of the Color Line. Philadelphia, PA: Temple University Press

Cruse, Harold, 1967 The Crisis of the Negro Intellectual. New York: Morrow
Du Bois, W.E.B. 1994 The Souls of Black Folk Dover

Edwards, Brent Hayes, 2003 The Practice of Diaspora: Literature, Translation, and the Rise of
Black Internationalism. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press

Fanon, Frantz 1967 Black Skin, White Mask New York, NY: Grove
Feagin, Joe 2006 Systemic Racism: A Theory of Oppression New York, NY: Routledge

Feagin, Joe 2010 The White Racial Frame: Centuries of Racial Framing and Counter-Framing
New York, NY: Routledge

Foley, Barbara, 2003 Spectres of 1919: Class and Nation in the Making of the New Negro.
Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press

Ignatiev, Noel 1995 How the Irish Became White New York: Routledge
Lopez, lan Haney, 2004 Racism on Trial: The Chicano Fight for Justice Belknap

Maxwell, William, 1999 New Negro, Old Left: African-American Writing and Communism
between the Wars. New York: Columbia University Press

Marable, Manning, 2005, W. E. B. Du Bois: Black Radical Democrat, Boulder, CO: Paradigm
Publishers

Mills, Charles W 2003 From Class to Race: Essays in White Marxism and Black Radicalism.
Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield
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Mills, Charles 1997 The Racial Contract Ithica, NY: Cornell University Press
Mullen, Bill, 2004 Afro-Orientalism. Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press
Olson, Joel 2004 The Abolition of White Democracy Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota

Omi, Michael and Howard Winant 1994 Racial Formation in the United States: From the 1960s
to the 1990s 2" edition New York, NY: Routledge

Roediger, David R 1998 Black on White: Black Writers on What It Means to Be White New
York, NY: Schocken Books

Sowell, Thomas 2005 Black Rednecks and White Liberals Encounter Books

Walters, Ronald, 2003 White Nationalism, Black Interests: Conservative Public Policy and the
Black Community. Detroit: Wayne State University Press

West, Cornel 2001 Race Matters 2nd edition, Boston, MA: Beacon Press

Williams, Patricia J. 1998 Seeing a Color-Blind Future: The Paradox of Race. New York: The
Noonday Press

Wilson, William Julius 2012 The Truly Disadvantaged: The Inner City, the Underclass, and
Public Policy 2™ edition, Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press

Wilson, William Julius 2012 The Declining Significance of Race: Blacks and Changing
American Institutions 3" edition, Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press

2. Race and Social Movements

Anderson, Carol, 2003. Eyes off the Prize: The United Nations and the African American
Struggle for Human Rights, 1944-1955. New York: Cambridge University Press,

Baldwin, Kate A 2002 Beyond the Color Line and the Iron Curtain: Reading Encounters
between Black and Red, 1922-1963. Durham, NC: Duke University Press

Biondi, Martha 2003 To Stand and Fight: The Struggle for Civil Rights in Postwar New York
City. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press

Boggs, James 1971 Racism and the Class Struggle. New York: Monthly Review

Bonilla-Silva, Eduardo 2006 Racism without Racists: Color-Blind Racism and the Persistence of
Racial Inequality in America Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield
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Cohen, Kathy, 2010 Democracy Remixed: Black Youth and the Future of American Politics.
New York: Oxford University Press

Cruse, Harold, 1987. Plural But Equal: A Critical Study of Blacks and Minorities and America's
Plural Society. New York: William Morrow Co.

Cruse, Harold, 1968 Rebellion or Revolution. New York: Morrow

Dawson, Michael C 2001 Black Visions: The Roots of Contemporary African-American Political
Ideologies. Chicago: University of Chicago Press

Doane, Ashley and Eduardo Bonilla-Silva (eds) 2003 White Out: The Continuing Significance of
Racism New York, NY: Routledge

Du Bois, W. E. B. 1998 [1932] Black Reconstruction in America, 1860-1880 New York, NY:
Free Press

Dudziak, Mary L 2000 Cold War and Civil Rights: Race and the Image of American Democracy.
Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press

Fanon, Frantz 1965 The Wretched of the Earth New York, NY: Grove

Foner, Philip, 1977 American Socialism and the Black American: From the Age of Jackson to
World War Il. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press

Gaines, Kevin K. 2006 American Africans in Ghana: Black Expatriates and the Civil Rights Era
.Chapel Hill, NC: The University of North Carolina Press

Gaines, Kevin, 1996 Uplifting the Race: Black Leadership, Politics, and Culture in the Twentieth
Century. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press

Gallicchio, Marc, 2000 The African American Encounter with Japan and China: Black
Internationalism in Asia, 1895-1945. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press

Genovese, Eugene, 1981 From Rebellion to Revolution. New York: Random House

Gilmore, Glenda Elizabeth, 2008 Defying Dixie: The Radical Roots of Civil Rights, 1919-1950.
New York: W.W. Norton

Gordon, Lewis 1995 Fanon and the Crisis of European man: an essay on philosophy and the
human sciences Routledge

Harding, Vincent, 1982 The Other American Revolution. Los Angeles, CA: Center for
Afro- American Studies
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Haywood, Harry, 1978 Black Bolshevik: Autobiography of an Afro -American Communist.

Chicago, IL: Liberator Press

Horne, Gerald, 1995 The Fire This Time: The Watts Uprising and the 1960s. Charlottesville,
VA: University of Virginia Press.

Horne, Gerald, 1994 Black Liberation/Red Scare: Ben Davis and the Communist Party. Newark,
Delaware: University of Delaware Press

Horne, Gerald, 1986 Black and Red: W.E.B. Du Bois and the Afro -American Response to t the
Cold War 1944 -1963. Albany, NY: SUNY Press

James, Winston, 1998 Holding Aloft the Banner of Ethiopia: Caribbean Radicalism in Early
Twentieth-Century America. New York: Verso

Kelley, Robin D.G 2002 Freedom Dreams: The Black Radical Imagination. Boston, MA:
Beacon Press

Kelley, Robin D.G 1994 Race Rebels: Culture, Politics, and the Black Working Class. New
York: Free Press

Kelley, Robin D.G 1990 Hammer and Hoe: Alabama Communists during the Great Depression.
Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press

Ldpez, lan Haney, 2004 Racism on Trial: The Chicano Fight for Justice Belknap

Marable, Manning, 1985 Race, Reform and Rebellion: The Second Reconstruction in Black
America, 1945 -1982. Jackson, Mississippi: University of Mississippi Press

Mullen, Bill, 1999 Popular Fronts: Chicago and African-American Cultural Politics, 1935-46.
Urbana, IL: University of Illinois Press

Murch, Donna 2011. Living for the City: Migration, Education, and the Rise of the Black
Panther Party in Oakland, California. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press.

Payne, Charles 1995 I’ve Got the Light of Freedom: The Organizing Tradition and the
Mississippi Freedom Struggle. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press

Ransby, Barbara 2003 Ella Baker and the Black Freedom Movement: A Radical Democratic
Vision. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press

Robinson, Cedric, 1983 Black Marxism: the Making of the Black Radical Tradition. London:
Zed Press

Rustin, Bayard, 1976 Strategies for Freedom: the Changing Pattern of Black Protest. New York:
Columbia University Press
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Sales, William W Jr 1994 From Civil Rights to Black Liberation: Malcolm X and the
Organization of Afro-American Unity. Boston: South End Press

Singh, Nikhil Pal 2004 Black is a Country: Race and the Unfinished Struggle for Democracy.
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press

Solomon, Mark, 1999 The Cry Was Unity: Communism and Afro -Americans. Jackson, MS:
University of Mississippi Press

Sugrue, Thomas J 2008 Sweet Land of Liberty: The Forgotten Struggle for Civil Rights in the
North. New York: Random House

Von Eschen, Penny, 1997 Race Against Empire: Black Americans and Anticolonialism, 1937-
1957. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press,

3. Black Power, Black Nationalism

Baraka, Amiri 1984 The Autobiography of LeRoi Jones. New York: Freundlich Books

Carmichael, Stokeley with Ekwueme Michael Thelwell, 2003 Ready for Revolution: The Life
and Times of Stokeley Carmichael (Kwame Ture). New York: Scribner

Essien-Udom, E.U 1964 Black Nationalism: A Search for Identity in America. New York: Dell
Publishing Co.

Garvey, Amy Jacques (ed.), 1969 Philosophy and Opinions of Marcus Garvey. New York:
Atheneum

Glaude, Eddie, 2002 Is it Nation Time? Contemporary Essays on Black Power and Black
Nationalism. Chicago: University of Chicago Press

Hilliard, David, 2006 Huey: The Spirit of the Panther. New York: Thunder’s Mouth Press

James, C.L.R. 1969 A History of Pan -African Revolt. Washington, D.C.: Drum and Spear
Press

James, Joy, 1999 Shadow Boxing: Representations of Black Feminist Politics. New York: St.
Martins Press

Joseph, Peniel, 2010 Dark Days, Bright Nights: From Black Power to Barack Obama. New
York: Basic Books

Joseph, Peniel 2006 Waiting “Til the Midnight Hour: A Narrative History of Black Power in
America. New York: Henry Holt
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Malcolm X, 1966 Malcolm X Speaks. New York: Pathfinder
Malcolm X, 1965 The Autobiography of Malcolm X. New York: Grove Press
Marable, Manning, 2012 Malcom X: A Life of Reinvention New York: Penguin

Moses, Wilson Jeremiah, 1998 Afrotopia: The Roots of African American Popular History. New
York: Cambridge University Press

Moses, Wilson Jeremiah, 1978 The Golden Age of Black Nationalism: 1850 -1925. New York:
Oxford University Press

Newton, Huey, 1972 To Die for the People. New York: Random House

Ogbar, Jeffrey O.G. 2004 Black Power: Radical Politics and African American Identity.
Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press
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American Space. New York: Routledge
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4. Race and Urban Society
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Baldwin, Davarian L. 2007 Chicago's New Negroes: Modernity, the Great Migration, and Black
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twenty-first century Lawrence, Kan. : University Press of Kansas,

Faegin, Joe 2012 White Party, White Government: Race, Class, and U.S. Politics New York,
NY: Routledge
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