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COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

This course is an exploration in urban development, with a focus on Detroit. The course 

will consider how Detroit got to the present situation by examining the city’s historical 

roots (social, economic, and political), exploring the pressures and factors that led to its 

decline, and assessing the potential of and possibilities for Detroit’s resurgence.  

 

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES FOR THE COURSE:  

 

To understand how sociology aid in our understanding of urban society, with a particular 

focus on Detroit.  At the end of the course you should be able to: (a) describe how 

sociology differs from and is similar to other social sciences and to give examples of 

these differences; (b) describe how sociology contributes to an understanding of the 

social forces that inform Detroit’s history and future; and (c) apply the sociological 

imagination, sociological principles, and concepts to Detroit in particular, and urban life 

more generally. This semester you will be introduced to basic concepts in urban 

sociology and their fundamental theoretical relationship, in order to be able to define, 

give examples, and demonstrate the relevance of culture; social change; socialization; 

stratification; social structure; institutions; and differentiations by race/ethnicity, gender, 

age, and class on the urban experience.  Finally, you should be able to see how culture 

and social structure operate to: (a) show how institutions interlink in their effects on each 

other and on individuals; (b) demonstrate how social change factors such as population or 

urbanization affect social structures and individuals; (c) demonstrate how culture and 

social structure vary across time and place and the effect is of such variations; and (d) 

identify examples of specific policy implications using reasoning about social-structural 

effects.  Finally, you will be able to describe: (1) the significance of variations by race, 

class, gender, and age; in the context of a city like Detroit, and (2) will know how to 

appropriately generalize or resist generalizations about urban development and change. 

 

CONSULTATION:  

 

The best way to communicate your questions about the course is via email. Please note 

that I reply to email within 24 hours and most often sooner.  If you do not get a response 

from me, perhaps your email did not arrive, so please resend your question.  If you feel 

mailto:david.fasenfest@wayne.edu


your question can’t be answered over email, or the answer you receive does not address 

your concerns, please make an appointment to see me in my campus office, at a time 

convenient to both of us. 

 

READINGS: 

 

You will be expected to read the assigned material prior to the week’s topic, as detailed at 

the end of this syllabus.  Articles and excerpts from the books listed below (those of you 

wishing to build your library can purchase them online, and for each there is likely to be 

used copies available) and additional readings will be available as PDF downloads on our 

course Blackboard.  

 

I. The main course texts are available at the bookstore: 

 

Joe T. Darden and Ricard W. Thomas, 2013, Detroit: Race Riots, Racial 

Conflicts and Efforts to Bridge the Racial Divide, Lansing: Michigan State 

University Press, ISBN 9741611860665 

 

Marvin Surkin and Dan Georgakas, 2012, Detroit: I Do Mind Dying, Chicago: 

Haymarket Books, ISBN 9781608462216 

 

II. Additional readings—articles or excerpts from the following will be posted on 

Blackboard: 

 

Peter Eisinger, 2013 “Is Detroit Dead,” Journal of Urban Affairs,  

 

Susan S. Fainstein, 2011 The Just City (paperback, Cornell University Press) 

 

David Fasenfest, 1986 “Community Politics and Urban Redevelopment” Urban 

Affairs Quartery 

 

David Harvey, 2009 Social Justice and the City (paperback revised edition, The 

University of California Press) 

 

David Harvey, 2013 Rebel Cities: From the Right to the City to the Urban 

Revolution (paperback, Verso Press) 

 

Peter Marcuse, et al, 2011 (eds) Searching for the Just City: Debates in Urban 

Theory and Practice (paperback, Routledge) 

 

Thomas Sugrue, 2014 The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in 

Post- War Detroit (paperback, latest edition--Princeton University Press) 

 

Michael Peter Smith and Lucas Owen Kirkpatrick (eds.), 2015, Reinventing 

Detroit, Volume 11, Comparative Urban and Community Research, 

Piscataway, NJ: Transaction Books 



COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

 

First Week (Jan 9-13): post an introduction telling us about yourselves, and indicate that 

you have read the syllabus and understand what is expected of you during the semester. 

 

There are three dimensions to this course that will determine your final grade: 

 

1) Weekly reading and discussion (33 points): Each week I will post a short essay to 

introduce the topic by Sunday morning, including questions that should guide 

your online comments. From that you will be expected to post at least 3 times in 

weekly discussion boards.  In the first post, due by Tuesday 5pm, you will 

summarize the main points in the assigned readings and answer the questions in 

that week’s essay. In the second post, no later than Thursday 5pm, you will 

discuss how the readings can help you understand Detroit and suggest ways for 

the city to move forward. In the final required post, due by Saturday 5pm, you 

are to comment on everyone else’s posts and anything else you feel you want to 

say in relation to Detroit. This counts as your participation score; the first two 

posts are worth 10 points each, the last 15 points. You will automatically get one 

point for each post, unless the posts are trivial and do not add to the discussion. 

 

2) Take-home Midterm (27 points) (4-5 pages, or from 1000 to 1250 words for 

students who like large fonts and wide margins). On March 5th (Sunday) I will 

post a set of 3 questions, and you must answer 1 of those by referring to the 

course material, online discussions, and anything else you think is relevant.  You 

will be graded on the basis of how well it is written, and how you apply the course 

material to answer the question.  This will contribute 25 points of your final 

grade.  Your essays are due back as an email attachment by 8pm Wednesday 

March 8th. 

 

3) Your final essay (40 points) is due 8am, Monday April 24th. This will be a 6-10 

pages (1500 to 2500 words) on any topic you choose, based on our class readings, 

discussions, and any additional material you wish to bring into your paper.  We 

will discuss this assignment, what is expected, and answer any questions you may 

have during the semester.  The final paper will count for 40% of your final grade. 

 

GRADING CRITERIA:  

 
My grading scheme is necessarily subjective, and as such I am always willing to 
listen to an appeal (but it is, in the end, my decision). The criteria for your grade on 
the Mid-term and Final take-home exams is based as follows: 
 

“A” level work consists of a well-developed essay, demonstrating insight, 
originality, and substance (e.g., logical argumentation, factual accuracy, and 
appropriate examples). “A” level work is considered excellent. You will receive 
between 95-100% of the points allotted. 

 



“A-/B+” level work is a thoughtful essay. While ideas might be clear, focused, and 
organized, they are less likely to be comprehensive. “A-” level work is considered 
good and shows some originality. “B+” work is still good, but only goes a little 
beyond the basic concepts and ideas.  You will receive 85-95 % of the points. 
 
“B/B-” level work may be less clear or well-written. This grade will reflect an 
overall grasp of the material and a basic ability to convey what you know effectively.  
Getting a “B-“ means that the essay is good but still could be better. This will earn 
you 75-85% of the points. 
 
“C” level work and below is less complete, and barely adequate. “C” level work 
reflects sloppy or not well-thought through writing and thinking, but core ideas are 
present and correct.  “D” level work is an indication that very little effort was made, 
but you attended class regularly. This level of work will receive 50-75% of the 
points. 
 
“F” is only assigned to students who do not complete all the assignments, and 
routinely fail to attend class.  Any indication of effort made in the class will result in 
a grade better than “F” for the semester.  You will not get more than 50%. 

 
COURSE GRADE 

 
Your grade for the course will be a composite of the points earned in each of the 
three areas ( 3 Discussion posts per week for 11 weeks, take-home Mid-term essay, 
Final essay), as follows: 
 

Total Points Grade Total Pointst Grade 
94 – 100  A 74 – 76  C+ 
90 – 93  A- 70 – 73  C 
86 – 89  B+ 66 – 70  C- 
81 – 85  B 50 – 65  D 
77 – 80  B- Less than 50  F 

 
IMPORTANT DATES 

 
Jan 23:  Last day to withdraw with full tuition refund 
Feb 5:  Last day to withdraw with no grade, tuition still due 
Feb 26: Catch-up on reading, individual meetings possible 
Mar 8:  Take-home Midterm Essay is due 
Mar 13-18: SPRING BREAK 
Mar 26: Last day to request withdrawing from class with a “W” grade 
Mar 27: One-page description of your final paper topic due 
April 24: Final Essay is due 
  



SCHEDULE OF CLASSES 

 

WEEK OF THEME READING ASSIGNMENTS 

Jan 8 Introduction to the course: What it’s all about, Introductory Posts this week 

Jan 15 Detroit in Historical Context 
Sugrue, excerpts from Origins of the 

Urban Crisis 

Jan 22 Race and the City - Origins Darden and Thomas, Chapters 1-6 

Jan 29 Detroit in Decline 
Sirkin and Georgakas, Detroit, I Do 

Mind Dying 

Feb 5 Detroit: Deindustrialized City 
Fasenfest, Poletown; Eisinger, “Is 

Detroit Dead” 

Feb 12 Race and the City – Moving Forward Darden and Thomas, Chapters 7-13 

Feb 19 Reinventing Detroit 
Smith and Kirkpatrick, articles from 

Part 1 and Part 2 

Feb 26 Catch-up on reading, study for Midterm, individual meetings possible 

Mar 5 
Take-Home Midterm  

Due Mar 8 by 5pm as email attachment 

Mar 12 SPRING BREAK 

Mar 19 Urban Social Justice Harvey, Social Justice 

Mar 26 The Just City - Possibilities Fainstein, Just City  

Mar 27 Final Paper Topic Statement Due 5pm 

Apr 2 The Just City – Realities Marcuse, Searching for the Just City 

Apr 9 Directions for Urban Social Change Harvey, Rebel Cities 

Apr 16 Reinventing Detroit 
Smith and Kirkpatrick, articles from 

Part 3 and Part 4 

Apr 24 
Term Final Essay  

Due by 8am as an email attachment 

 


