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Inside Wayne State 

Psychology seeks affiliation with College of Science 
F'ollowing I, o M-t""° from P,,~AoloKf rl\oir- Morl;nl!: KilMy loAt'nd•"tlr 

Srnolr P"11d,nl Cltorl,, J,,rn·,, Vtt, JI, 1991 

l have Ju~ r«thed o C'OPY of President Adnmany's memo or 12118/91 
nddruwd to) ou tu the Prt11Jtnl md,cntcd, tJ,e fncully of P1ycholo~ feels a 
st.ronc u!tnL.tkatal'ln "',th tht laboratot')· 5e1cnct component of lhe Col1tr,e of 
t.,~u.1 Arts and, 1n hne .,,_,th h1s memo o( 10-"lS,, otcd by en O\·trwhelnunc 
mnJonty to ~me n pllrt of a Colltgt1 of Science ,f one 1s fonne-d nl WSU. Not 
onl.) "'"" lhc rt't3.rch progrnms ofmoi;;Lofour fftcult) earned out in o labora• 
lei)· or clm1caJ st:Utng \enu, n ficld s.eU.inc, bot our cumculum Is n lnbornt.ory­
l,:;iSffl cumculum as \,l,Cll \\'e rtq.u1rc compleuon of al le:ul 2 loborntory 
c-ounes for rnr\)Ort although many student.II Lnkc 3, c:>r more. 

( Am cnclosmc o copy of n memo that I wrote to President. Adnmnny on 
121'21/84 Y.ht.n th• quc.slion o(rcorgnni1nt.1on or the College of L1beml Art.a 6t$l 
aroSt It out.hncs some of my reo:;ons why Ps)choloc;y should be included m the 
unit. hou1mc the laborolory 1c1encts ol WSU. I 1.1bo pcnuo.dtd similar argu­
ments t.o the C"Omm1u1on chaired by Provost. W,Jha0110n, which wa.s pcrauadcd 
of the iumlanl) btt.wttn Psychology and departmt.nLS dH.'Cf'Dled for the 
Propostd, College orSettnce The points I rrused m this memo rcmrun salient to 
the preSl'nt situnbon, ru; does the testimony we made to the Williomson Com­
m1n1on Should the Academic Senate requ.1rc ttdd1t1onal rnrormnllon llhout the 
nature of the psychology program at WSU, 1 .. ould be happy u, pro,ide 11 

1:11t'l<JH•d u.1tl1 (lbOt;t> m1·11w 1vuJ1 llu· fi,lfoi,·111,: llll'IIIU from Ur ll1/btty le, 
P~11d~nt Dac,d Adomo11y ur,urn Dtt. 21, 1984 

I ~nd )·our plnn for ncndermc reorganitat.100 \%'1th mterCSL. It wns discus.sed 
by the Ot-partment's Pohcy AdVl.SOry Com1nittce a.nd lhc faculty at. their Occcm~ 
bcr mN!l&np The focuh.y and t arc unarumously oft.he opUl1on Lhat there are 
compclhng reasons to request recoll.Sldernllon otthe ploo.ng of psychology m Lhe 
pro~ College orSoanl and Beha.,,iornl Sciences with its s~etted configura­
tion or dcpnrt.menll, 1 e , Anthropology, Cnmmal Just.ice, Econom1C8, Geography 
nnd Urb.."\n Planning. H1St.ory, Pol1llcal Science, Soc:1ology ond several i111t1tut.cs. 
I ha,,e d11CUSSed M>me or the ffl4JOI' rc:uons we in psychology are of this op1mon 
wilh lnt..enm Denn Henry Bohni. and he rccommer\ded t~t I wnte you cilrectly 
nbout our conccms. Our overriding co:lCcm f• that we feet lhnt ploc:ement In tlus 
College will neither proV1de us \I.1th the t.ypc of collegial mtemcoons nor ad min· 
1W3,tl\e a.ss1.st..1nce that "''lll_pcmut us to m::untam n.nd unprove our nobonolly 
recogn1tcd grndua:.e procrom and to improve the levrl of extramural research 
support we generally achieve, 1 e., n rank m the 70'• omong the top 100 rescorth 
Unl\'er&"I\JCS 

'nu! s~ngths oft.he deportment's programs and our pl MS for mcreased 
research acth'lty ore spelled out m the recent self-51:udy Tho atlf-study motcmtl 
underscores the focl that J)Sychology'5 close:.t. t1e.J nrc \l,,th the deport.men~ 
included ,n the proposed Collece ofSoencc and witJ1 vanous departmc.nta of the 
~lcd1cal School These ues m05I, be moinltuncd 1f we •re to sust:nn the quality of 
our pr'O(.'Tflms and LO continue to increase our rc5eorch support. I would like to 
hst. bncny some of the reasons that. support our bemg rncluded amoni; the 
dcp.,rt.ment.8 in Lhc proposed Coll~ge or Soencc. 

1 f's)'chology has a loboratory-baaed cuniculum and a commitment to 
tra.1run,::: undergraduate and graduate students m laborototy crpcnment.al 
methodology. It shorea tins type of curnculum with scvera.l dcpartment.s or the 
propoS<'d College or Science "K lule none or the other departments to be mcludtd 
an the College orSoc:101 and Bchavi.oral Sciences MS such a cumculum. 

2 'I'he moJOnty of our undtrgrnduate student.I are enrolled in programs 
lcodmi; to a D S degree 

3 We shnre the large.st port.ion or our co-mnJors wilh pre-mt<hclne, biology, 
oompuwr eoencc ond other pre-profeAS1onttl proa.rrams 

4 Those mentioned m pomta 2 nnd 3 are st.udenls whose c.lcct.iYet and 
cognntcs ore heme earned in departments m the proposed College orSaence. 

5 We share feder.illy funded training programs w1t.h 81ology and the basic 
saence departments oft.he Medical School. 

G We shore equipment, support scrv1ccs and irant funds with 81oloe:,, 
Chen11st.ry, ?hurmocology, Ph)'ll1.olOCY, nnd Psycluotry 

7. We hnve cni,nt apphcnbon.s JJCndil\g or 1n process W'lth n number ortJ1e 
dcpart.mc.nts hsu.'CI in poant 6 a.nd other dcpartmenta 10 the proposed Collq;e of 
Scumce nnd the ).fed1cal School We h;n e no trmnmg prot.rrams \lt,th, and have 
no proposuls :subm,ucd, nor plnnncd, w1t.h the um LS or the proposed College of 
Soc1nl and Bch:w1or;il Sciences, nor do Y.C share equipment or spcc.1ah%Cd 
&upport scn,c:es w1lh them 

8 Our gr.:ml fumling comes. m the mrun, from 3~lmoes of NU I nnd 
ADAMI IA (I c, NIA, NIDA, NIMH.NJAAA, J\TJCIIIIO) ~nd rrom thcNouonal 
Sc1l•m."f' Found;.illon (llch.nlOral nnd N1•uml Sc,encc Oronch) 'l'hesc nrc nlso the 
units to which Ps)choloa::Y faculty apply for Crirccr Development A¥it1rd.1 We. 
sh.1rc this fondrnc patlcm w,lh 810lo:s:y and Chcnu.slry nnd lhl' b.,s1c .ind chmca.l 

depnrunrntt or the Med1tfll &.hool Only o 11rnall portwn llf our fund! comrt 
from foumh1Lion1 that fund tt.M'ord1 m aocinl 1<1c,net" 

9 ln~mnlly, nlao, our funding potU':m 1'l 11milor lo thnt o(theo dt"part.• 
m('lll.t of the propoM'll College of&itn«' nnd Medical Sc:1c>nce dt1pertmtnta 
1neofar n'I wo compote for Uiomf'd1cnJ lk'tcanh nnd Ntut'OfK:1cnce Hr!k'nrch 
fundL 11111 w nol lhc pot.tern orinli'mal fond111c (or the 0U1cr unit.a orthe 
1>ro1)()1('d Socu,,I end Ik-hnvwral Science C(llleJ;:e 

10 '11l<" gmduolu prof,rrftm in 1>sycholugy ottrncta II lorge numbf'r or e:iterp• 
uonolly slrOng doctorul a11phcaot.t, tncludmf: u good numh-,r o(mmunty atu• 
dents. from M1cl11gon and throuJ:hout the Umtcd St.al.Cl We run a lnrgo pro­
gmm. gnuluaung appro,umntely 25 Ph 0'1 ench year, and rccl that the sp<:<:1n.l 
co1ui1dcr11t1011A or mo1ntA1rw1g lorgu prO!,'TUml, one of which i..s mentioned below, 
would be better undcratood by the odrnin,strotJon oftJ,o pro~ Soento 
College. Th11 College 1ncludCA sevuul IWl,.'8 grodueite pro(,•Tar11.1, 1 t-., Chemistry 
ond Dtology, and ita ndnumstntion would bo far more aapnble of the lund1 of 
leadership you envision than would be the ndnun1strnl1011 of the proposed 
Soc.int o.nd Behttvioral Sacncca College in w)uch the large$\. program u1 Econom• 
,a, whose entire graduate .student populot.100 1s opproxtmotely 25, 1 c , fewer 
total students thWl "'e either ndrrut or gmdunte each year. 

AB you know, changes in cduullonnl 1>0licy aubsequent to the 19SO nouooal 
elections coused 1>5ycholoi:y to losc five [cden:illy fonded t,TTndunte trrumng 
progrnms (I e., research tr.unees.l11ps and over $300,000 pe-r ycor A!J o conse­
quence we hnve supported groduot.c studenu ns gradunw t.eaclun.g a54i.stnnl8, 
wluch h:is ~u)Wd m lower studcnl/fncvlly r:nlH)~ for our de~rt.rnenl. thnn 
would oost !(these sections "'ere ~usht by pnrt,..t11nc faculty. This year we 
doubled the number or studenta aupported by research 1:1ss1sl.'.lnt.sh1ps, from 9 to 
18, and ...,-e plWl to conunue to 10Cl"Case tlua number u odd1hooal ouunde 
research runda •re obtruncd. However, we .... ,11 need adnunistrnt1ve support as 
we conbnue to recover from the de,·osuihog tffocl C11used by the shift a.way 
from fed•nll support for graduate tnurung programs. 

11, Growth areas ror programs o.nd research rn psycholog)' 10\-olvc inteni1s• 
oplma.ry work between psychology focuhy and those in computer &c.1c.nce, 
biology, and the basic saenee and chrucal Jo1mrtmenta or tho Med1cnl School 
Our &b1bty to develop these p~-ns and research areas will be raohtated by 
bcrn.: mc.ludcd m the Coll~ ofSa~nce with ...,h06C forulty and ad.m1mstrat1on 
we wou.ld be working. 

ln the mt.crest of broYity J will not go into other porn ts wtuch I feel further 
establish our rnter-,relatedness v.,th the dep&IUncnts to be U1cluded III the 
College orSaence. Ho...,~e\.tt, on the basis or the pomt.s mentioned and in 

corundcmllon of the foct that there is oonsensua among the raculty on this issue, 
we do request that you reconsider the dcs.ignabon of psychology os n. depart-. 
men I of the proposed CoUege of Soaal and S.haVlOfa! Soences. 

Fmally, when I dJ.scu.s5ed your prapo.sa.ls Wlth Inunm Dean Bohm he 
men boned that. it might be 1mpQrtant for psy.:hology to be mcluded m the 
proposed SooaJ and Bcha.VlOral SoenctS College to mamtAln a sirrular site 
between the vanoua Colleges. lflrul ll 31) lSSUC I would hke tos~5t. that 
con5idc.rnt1on be C'l\'eD to other alt.ematt,-e •truct.ures For example, the esta.b-
1,shment of D College o(L1re SocnCC!I, which would includ.a both b1oloe:;y and 
ps)chology, would allay many or our concerns. The inclusion of 810l0J;Y Wllh 
P1ychology m a CoUqe or Ltfc Sacnces \\-ould as.sure the .seledJon or a Dean 
knowledgtAblc about our potential sources of extramunl research funds. our 
laboratory-based curneulum and our large VJdu.RLe progmm 

The work that 1 undertook UUJ tttm in completing the scU-study convmced 
meof Psycho&oc"1stttngth at Wayne, a.'\d I am appnaatJ\·e of your concem for 
provi.cbng nn a.cade.rruc structure that wtll further strengthen eood programs in 

a pcnod of dimmuihing resources. lam look.in, forward to mtetin& with you 
JanWLry 4 to di.scuss your proposals and \\-Ould, of course, v.e.kome the opportu• 
mty to di.scuss my speafic coru:cms v.,th you at any time. 

Public Hearings 
The Academic Senate's Comntlssion on tho Rcorgnn.izn­

Uon or the College of Liberal Arts will hold public hear­
ings for all interested persons in t.he university contmu­
nity on the question or the creation or a College of Science. 
The hearings will be held from 6 to 9 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 28 
nnd 3 to 5 p.m. Wcdncsdny and Th~, Feb. 26-27, in 
room 46, Lower DeRoy Auditorium. 

Wriltcn comments on the issue, especially from those 
unable to attend U,c hearings, nrc welcome and may be 
sent to the Office of the Academic Senate, 1279 FAB. 


