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Child Developn1ent Lab transferred to .Merrill-Palmer 
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I>} Tom akcly 
\dn11m,lr,1LJon of 1hc Child 

De1 clopmcnl Llhor:1tor)' (COL), l 

,en 1cc, 1ra1nms 
and re cJrch pro
gr.im ot Wa,·nc 
Smc lln1l'crs11y for 
more 1han a half 
ccnlllf)', has been 
1ran~ferrcd from 
1he p ,ychology 
departmenl 10 
~lcmll-P'llmer lnsu
iuie 

The COL had 
been a part of lhe 
p5)Chology dcparl• 
ment since 1986, 
when II w:IS lr.lllS
fcrrtd from the 
d1Sbanded f:imtly 
and con~umer re
sources depart· 
menl 

1hc p5)lhOIO)l) dcp,1rtmcn1 Jlld J 

facuh) member who Im ,~or~cd 
clo,clr w11h 1hc labora1ori• uni1 for 

R.1111cr mile~ 1hal ohserva11011JI 
Jnd other awvi11cs .1~1lgned 10 
WSU ~1udcms who Vl\11 1hc CDL 
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Currenlly, lhc 
unil pro11dcs day
ume child care and 
learning opportum
tJcs for approxi• 
mately iO duldrcn 
r.ingmg m age from 
1·5 ·cars It serves 

President Irvin D. Reid accepts gift drawings from Christopher Dale 
(left), 4, and Katrina Rydstedt, 5, during a recent visit to the Child 
Development Laboratory. Christopher and Katrina are enrolled at 
the COL. At right is Rita Casey, director of the Merrill-Palmer 
Institute, and standing is Donald Coscina, chairman of the 
psychology department. Administration of the COL has been 
transferred from psychology to the institute. 

umvcrsity-affiLiatcd fam1Lics, par• 
enls who work 1n the area and clul
drcn enrolled m a grJnl-fundcd 
school readiness progr.im 1hrough 
1he College of Education 

An add1tlon:II summer program. 
called Summer in 1he City, is for 5.9 
rear olds Thal progr.im empha• 
sizes field mps, crafts and art lC· 

1w11ics 
~1any WJyne State undergradu

ate :ind graduale studenlS enrolled 
m psychology and other disciplines 
tram and conduc1 research at 1hc 
CDL 

The adnumstr.111ve change will 
nOI sigmfic:inlly affect lhe nuss1on 
of 1he urut and may rcsull m in· 
creased opponumt1cs for research, 
according 10 1he inst.itule and 1he 
psycholog)' dcpamnenl. 

·Merrill-Palmer is inna1ely 
mul11-discipLinary in nature; inst1-
tu1e Director Riu Casey poinis out 
•we hope Lo broaden use of lhe 
labomory as a research site for 
faculty and studems in a number or 
disciplines.· 

Hilary Ramer, :issoc1atc chair of 

many years, s:iys 1he adnumstra11,·e 
ch:inge ·w1U 1llow a broader base 
of support 1han was pre1•1ously 
possible" 

She notes 1h11 an lmerdisciph• 
nary group thal will be appo101cd 
to oversee opcralions wtll include 
psychologr fuculty •we ,1ew 1he 
1rans1Lion as a pos11ivc develop
mem and a sign of 1he uruvemty's 
inlerest .llld mvolvemcn1; she s:iys 

MerriU-Palmer Institute reports 
LO the vice prcsidem for rtsearch 

The CDL W-JS founded in 1947 
by the Former home econonucs 
departmenl as a hllf-day nursery 
school housed in a school bwlding 
near campus In add111on to pro
viding a needed community ser• 
vice, ii afforded opponunuies for 
college studcnis to obsen•e, s1udy 
and teach young cWldren. 

The umt was moved 10 lhe 
child care area of 1hc Kropp Bmld
ing 1n the early 1980s when 
MerriU-P:llmer, widely known for 
Its child developmem rod family 
programs, became p:m of 1he uni
versity 

are valuable lcarrung experiences. 
For example. s1uden1S c:m learn 
fimhand abou1 how children plly 
and imerac1, gender roles, l:tn· 
guage development and the like 

Studenis enrolled m occupa• 
uonaJ therapy and speech pa1hol• 
ogy programs are :imong 1hose 
who have beneft1ed from ,tudy at 
the COL 

B01h Ramer and Casey cmphl· 
size lhll 1he COL. wluch LS under 
1he supervision of Interim Olfeaor 
Lmd:l Chew, should OOl be con
fused 1~th a day-care cen1cr 

·\~'e go fur bcrond simple <b)'· 

care; Casey SJ)'5 ·we s1rcss child 
d~oelopmcnt as opposed lo just 
custodi:11 cue. Al 1he S2llle 11me, 
1hc needs of tl1c child are JIM)'S 

ccn1ral." 
The inst1IUle wtll be able to 

provide some funds for defcrrtd 
maimenmce, such as new carpelS 
and fumuurc. Other pb.ns include 
increasing 1hc 11s1b1llty of the CDL. 
which Casey cans·one ofWSU's 
hidden resouoces • 
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