DETROIT PUBLIC SCHOOLS

COLLEGE OF THE CITY OF DETROIT

484) CASS AVENUE

DEPARTMENT OF DETROIT, MICHIGAN
PEYCHOLOGY

February 22, 1930.

Dean Co"Tey,

Tnasmuch as I have submitted to yvou a budret somewhat
laprer than 1s usually the case and since we recard the obtainine
of the equipment as very important, I would like to state to you
just why we have placed the various larwer articles on our list.

dur department has crown and is =rowine. Te are
unahle to *take care of more people in our lahoratory (experimental)
gourses hecanse of lack of equipment. Unfortunately apparatus,
especially that used in psycholory and phvsiolory, 1is expensive,
hence one cannot buy many wood, standard pleces without considerable
investment. On the other hand T wish to call vour a‘tention to one
important fact, once we have these standard (and expensive) pleces
we have them for yvears and vears to come. Psycholocy apparatus does
not wear out quickly.

We have used crude, home-made pleces in our laboratory
in place of instruments of precision. Always confronted by drastlc
reductions in my requests for equipment (which requests have always
heen carsfully considered and held down to very necessary items) I
have substituted, time and arain, a2 cheap piecefoR a better or more
erpensive niece. This 1s not a wise policy but it seemed necessary
in the becinnine in order to ret our work orwanlzed and started.

The present buderet contains no cheap , iInferior material. Some pieces
conld he purchased for less monevy but we would cet a verv inferior
apparatus which would soon oo to pleces and so cost more in the

lone run.

I will concern muself chiefly with the larse items in my
budeet. H

Request for a Kymoeraph, precision type. Cost &101.2-5,

We have nothine but cheap kymosraphs in omr laboratory.

Yone can be used in a rorizontal position and they are

not reliable for preecision work. This kymorraph will

he used by the lahoratorv courses for certain work and

several advanced classes will use it. It is bhadly needad.

Request for special recordin= drum, for fine =sraphic

records. This drum i1s used for work which necessitates
a very ranid turnines where fine times (tu-in~ fork
time<lines for reaction experiments) are needed. This
niece will be used rerularly, as in the case of the
above~mentioned kvmorraph.
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(Cost 3%38)
Request for a half-second pendulum.,This pendulum is nesded
in our ~eneral work for makine time-lines on our records.
e have no halc-second pendulum of thls tvpe-one that can be
taken from room to room. We have necd~d this plece for a lone~
ti~e.

Request Tor a card-exposure apparatus. To he made by the
Tniversitv of '"ichi~an Shops. Cost%*100. Thris is to take the
place of an old,home-made,mood piece which 1is both unsi~»tly
and subject to much error. In other words wer are
substitutimg this plece of apparatus for a poor piece. A
carpenter can do ~ood work only if he has =zo0d tools. This
notion lies behind the request for every item.

(Cost A125)
Burrouchs Addin~ Yachline Company Adiins Mackine. I wish that
I could drive home the need for this addin~ machine. The
student of psveholo~y must work with» averares, mean variations,
proktahle errors, and the llke constantly.  The students and the
members of the deparimen_t would make constant use of this
machine.

Request for the Smedley dynamometer. Cost350. This apparatus
1s desired chlefly for use in the work of the course on Work,
Taticue and Fficlency, an advanced course. 0Ntker uses would
he found for it in the elementarv courses.

Request for Jacquest ~raphic Chronometer. Cost %75, Tris is a
precigsion time marker for work in *he advansed courses in
psveholory, particularly the course in "ork and Tati~ue and

the course in Attention and Association. A precision piece.

Request for Microscope. (Cost %82). The psvcholorist must
concern himsel® with the physical hasis of mental and bekravior
phenomena. A study of morpholo~y of nerve, ruscle, eland, or
receptdr or~an is necessarvy. Me have use for a microscope in

all our herinnin~ courses so *hat we gan show slides to our
students.

g (Cost %z2)
Request for ™reeman's “irror drawine apparatus.,This is a

standard niece of apparatus which we would use re~ul
bezinnin~ courses and the work on le-rnines and memor

arly in our
Ve

Request for the so-called "complication cloeck”. (Cost *45)

To he used in place of a home-made and inadequate pilece. This is
a standard lahoratorv niecefbk,an expariment on at+tention and
mental-get,

Request for Two steel filins cahinets. Cost, total, #10R, we
have no filine cabinets in our department. The need is ohvious.
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Request for book-cases. Cost *80. e have no cases for

books and pamprlets in our department. Awain the need
is ohvious.

Request for models of nervous system, sense orrans, etc.,

from Tard's YMatural Science Companv.
"hess modrls ar- needed for demonstiration in all of
our berinnin~ courses. Their cost is %85, Thev will
last indefinitelv.

Recardin® other, smaller items. The various other ltems
mentioned in the equipment bud~et ars all needed for
rerular hesinnin~ work.

Mar equipment hudeet amounts to approximately 31082, It will
not b»e so lar~e actually hecause of discounts ~iven. This equppment
will rive us one of the most complete pswvcholorv lahoratories in
tve conntry. Nur id-al is to have a psvcholoey laboratory which
w111 ~ive to our stndents the very best. Te want them to work with
precision instruments instead of make-shift srude apparatus., e

want to buv rood material even i1f it costs considaranly more than
another ,inferior, material.

With this equiprent our later bud-ets should be very smkdp
small. Trhe items have heen thoucht over very carefully and we have
not foreotten the matter of economy. Sometimes economy and
efficiency clash. Te believe that out reguest is within the hounds
of reason in the lisht of what we said in the bercinnine.

Truly yours,

& B3 Hhagge.

E.B.Skacws,
Department Head.




