52 B BN 37 R A2 L 2 Bt

WAYNE STATE
| JNIVERSITY




Introduction: The Confucius Institute at Wayne State University

The mission of the Confucius Institute at Wayne State University is to provide

a variety of Chinese language and cultural programs to residents in the Greater

Detroit area. The CI is also committed to making ready connections between

businesses, local governments, and educational institutions in Greater Detroit

and Wuhan, China.

ayne State University’s Confucius

Institute has implemented the following
programs: (1) The Chinese Language
Association of Michigan (CLAM): a professional
organization for Chinese language educators
in Michigan; (2) China Corps: a Chinese
language and culture summer camp and
student mentoring program for disadvantaged
high school students; (3) the Confucius Café:
a weekly gathering for practicing Chinese
and for hosting lectures and discussions
about Chinese-related topics; (4) the Summer
Service Learning Program in China: a poverty-
alleviation program in which WSU, Tsinghua
University and the Wang Foundation sponsor
WSU students to teach English in rural
China; (5) the China Home Stay Program: a
program in which WSU students travel to
Hebei province, reside with a local family and
visit area schools, farms, and factories; (6)
The Chinese Language and Culture Learning
Community: a one-credit course offering
where students attend and comment on
Chinese cultural events and attend Chinese
language study sessions; (7) the Sister Schools
Program: a program that facilitates information
and small-gift exchanges between K-12
classes in Greater Detroit and Wuhan; (8) an
Exchange Program with Huazhong University
of Science and Technology: Students from the
Wayne State University College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences and students from the Huazhong

University of Science and Technology College
of Humanities take fully-approved courses on
one another’s campus; and (9) K-12 Outreach:
a program in which affiliates of the Confucius
Institute visit local schools to teach lessons in
basic Chinese language and culture.

The CI is also committed to creating
multiple connections between Detroit and
Wuhan so that each city can make the
other a familiar “one stop” shopping place
for establishing business and educational
partnerships. Along with a representatives
from Tech Town, a WSU-sponsored business
incubator, CI staff meet with Wuhan
representatives from businesses, think tanks,
and local governments.

The following pages summarize our year to
date activities and also provide plans for the
future.
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Grand Opening: January 31, 2008
R 2008451 H31H

The grand opening and ribbon-cutting
ceremony of the Confucius Institute at Wayne
State University were held on January 31, 2008.
Over 140 guests represented federal, state and
county government offices, Michigan State
University, Madonna University, Wayne State
University, and multiple school districts from
across the state. Several representatives from
the Greater Detroit business community were
also on hand along with guests from Huazhong
University of Science and Technology (HUST),
Wayne State’s sponsoring partner in the WSU
Confucius Institute. WSU president, Dr. Irvin
D. Reid, Dr. Robert L. Thomas, dean of the
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, and Dr.
Xizhan He, dean of the College of Humanities
at HUST, addressed a capacity crowd at the
McGregor Memorial Conference Center on

Wayne State’s campus. Dean Thomas concluded
his welcoming remarks by reading a note

of congratulations from the Honorable Ping
Huang, Consul General of the People’s Republic
of China in Chicago.
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President Reid addresses a
capacity crowd at the Grand
Opening
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Wayne County Executive Robert
Ficano presents an award of
recognition to Dean Robert Thomas,
Dean of the College of Liberal Arts

Dean Xizhang He, Dean of

the College of Humanities at
Hauzhong University of Science
and Technology expressed his
support and appreciation for the
new Confucius Institute
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A ribbon-cutting ceremony followed the
reception at 5057 Woodward, site of the new
Confucius Institute. Following remarks by Dean
Thomas, Provost Nancy Barrett of Wayne State
University cut the ribbon to commemorate
the official opening. Wayne County Executive
Robert Ficano presented Dean Thomas with
a certificate of recognition from the Wayne
County Executive Office.
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CLAM: The Chinese Language Association of Michigan
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To provide a much-needed forum for K-16
Chinese language educators, the CI at WSU
founded the Chinese Language Association of
Michigan (CLAM). The new organization,
dedicated to improvement of the Chinese
language teaching and professional
development, offers an annual conference, a
bi-annual journal, workshops, and a website
where questions and ideas can be readily
exchanged. In addition, members are granted
access to the new CI Chinese Resource Library.
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CLAM members will be called upon to
contribute short articles on teaching Chinese,
offer presentations at annual conferences, and
volunteer at either the annual college or K-12
China Quiz Bowl. The Quiz Bowls promise to
be an exciting competition between teams of
four, testing their knowledge of spoken and
written Chinese and Chinese culture.
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Cl Director, Dr. John Brender, addresses CLAM
members during the conference luncheon
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Assistant Director, Dr. Yue Ming, discusses the
WSU Chinese Teacher Certification Program
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The first annual conference was held on
Saturday, November 15, on the campus of
Wayne State University. Twenty speakers and
over 100 enthusiastic participants took part
in the event whose theme was, “Chinese
Language and Culture: What to Teach and
How to Teach It!” Presentations ranged
from innovations in teaching characters and
intonation, to classroom management, to
incorporating technology, props, history and
culture into lesson plans.

Presenters traveled from as far as Carnegie
Mellon University in Pittsburgh and Bryant
University in Rhode Island. CI professors
Jiuming Liu, Yue Ming, Congrong Dai,

Frank Wang, and graduate assistant Yanli

Wei shared their experiences with teaching
Chinese language and culture. Dean Robert
Thomas of Wayne State University was this

Visiting Professor, Mr. Frank Wang, discusses
recent trends in China
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year's plenary speaker. CI Director, John
Brender, addressed the crowd during the
conference luncheon.
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CLAM: The Chinese Language Association of Michigan
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Learning Modules for Students

Dr. Congrong Dai delivers a popular presentation
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University of Michigan’s Dr. David Porter
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Dean Thomas’ plenary speech
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WSU student Maggie Lei organizes registration
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China Corps Summer Camp
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Based on the WSU Math Corps, a highly
successful middle and high-school student
mentoring program, the CI at WSU initiated
its first China Corps Summer Camp from July
28 to August 17, 2008. Partnering with Pontiac
School District, an urban school district north
of Detroit, the CI provided two teachers, two
WSU teaching assistants, and a part-time tai-chi
instructor. Together, the China Corps teaching
staff offered intensive Chinese language courses
along with tai chi, ping pong, paper folding,
paper cutting, cooking, and calligraphy.
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Group picture of China Corps students with names in Chinese characters
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A Female participants put on a
Chinese fashion show
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Students paper folding a frog
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Students learn Chinese calligraphy
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Tai Chi Instructor
Sharon Gladden leads
students in Gullen
Mall
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Confucius Café
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Each Thursday between noon and 3 PM, the REAS RN 2 R 30, A BN R 2= (T
WSU community is invited to an informal AEFRTT LS I AN LT R AR E N R 4
gathering known as the Confucius Café. FLF 2% P T SR — ey S o [ g i e R 05
The Confucius Café offers Chinese-related PAS ity A2 4R ARSI P2
lectures and performances, Chinese food, and FALL T R A IR B . S 5B REHIRCRY
an opportunity to converse in Chinese in a 20840 N, BEAZAE, MABUTAIRG, X
fashion similar to the English Corners offered B2 5T I i e B IXAN K SR BRI %5

on Chinese campuses. Between 20 and 40
students, faculty, and staff come through the
Confucius Cafe doors each week, including
Dean Robert Thomas, dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences, who regularly visits his
KZpE (Big Family).

Ms. Judy Cho, painter and WSU fine
arts student, lectures on black lines in
Chinese art
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Mr. Zhiping Wei and Ms. Xiao Dong Wei perform
an erhu duet
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Dean Thomas and
Dr. Congrong Dai
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Dean Thomas celebrates a special
birthday at the Café
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Chinese History Professor, Dr. Alexander
Day, lectures on intellectual views of
the peasant in modern China
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Summer Service Learning Program in China
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The WSU (I, in conjunction with “These trips have proved to be an eye-

Tsinghua University and the Peter and Grace opening experiences for many of our

Wang Foundation, leads a dedicated group of students,” commented Dr. Haiyong Liu of
WSU students to China during the summer. Wayne State Uiversity. “While learning how
WSU and Tsinghua participants spend two to decode another culture, they have started
weeks teaching English at various rural sites. to become more and more introspective
The purpose of the trip is to provide a sense as well—the first step in transformative

of motivation to students with limited means, learning.”

who are increasingly underrepresented at

Chinese universities. 2 b [ BOE PRI S R Bl 2 A UM ST
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WSU student Eddie Capps teaches “The

Summer Service Learning Program to China: Director, YMCA” to children in Chongging
John Brender (back row center) with team members A BN ALK 27 2 A SR BRIV — BTN 2 B %
in Luxi County, Jiangxi Province TAr1“The YMCA”
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Eleven WSU students took part in the
summer service learning program this summer,
traveling to various remote areas within the
municipalities and provinces of Chongqing,
Gansu, Guizhou, and Jiangxi. One of the
students conducted research on the effects
of the trip on other students. Comparing
before and after interviews he concluded that
students consistently felt more connected
with their local communities, their country,
and the rest of the world while also reporting

Stephanie Karmo leads elementary students
in Pingtang County, Guizhou Province
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a heightened sense of independence. All
students rated the trip as an extremely
positive experience but uniformly agreed
that three weeks was too short a time!
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Two students play an English game in front of
their class in Luxi county in Jiangxi province
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Meanwhile, outside the class . . .
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The China Home Stay Program
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The China Home Stay Program is a 14- H ] ARG AT A — AN e HETE = 35 0 A 5 A )
day trip to China during the summer. Led by R E k. E R, A ATE
instructor Dr. Yue Ming, students live with BEFEIRRAFI P E KRE, BB AR Ak
prearranged families and experience everyday WM HE L. FEMNSHBUFETT. 2
life in rural Leting County in Hebei province. W) RIERIARY, JF HAAE K EE )
Students visit administrative offices, local T, W/ g, &, SN
factories, shops and farmlands. Together with KR & TGS SR B T 2 AATHBGE R
the children of their host families, they visit HE S IR R, o TR A, R
elementary, middle, and high schools and join T IR BRI R OO A

in various school activities. The countryside
serves as the students’ Chinese cultural and
language “laboratory” and the means for them
to examine, explore, and learn from one of the
world’s oldest civilizations.

WSU students in the backyard of a host family
in Leting
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WSU students on local farmland
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Students eat with a host family | Y ¢ i ﬂ:lulu.-ui.;i;i-:.i-
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Students visiting a local elementary school
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The living room of a Letin host family
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At an auto parts factory in Leting
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The Chinese Language and Culture Learning Community
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The CI applied for and received a small
internal grant to initiate a Chinese Language
and Culture Learning Community (CLCLC).
The CLCLC is a one-credit, experiential
course offering where students attend and
comment on at least eight Chinese cultural
events and attend a minimum of four Chinese
language study sessions during the semester. In
addition, students are required to give a final
presentation on a Chinese cultural topic of
their choice.
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Maggie Lei, a WSU student who also
teaches for the China Corps, was appointed
student teaching assistant for the program.
She manages the blackboard site for the class
and regularly posts Chinese-related events
both on campus and in the Greater Detroit
area. Graduate assistants Yanli Wei and Zhen
Xiang from Huazhong University of Science
and Technology serve as tutors and study-
session leaders. Many students from other
Chinese classes take advantage of the regularly
scheduled tutoring and study sessions.
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Local events have included a Moon Day
festival performance in Windsor, Canada, two
on-campus Chinese music performances, a
Chinese art exhibit, three Chinese movies,
Chinese paper folding, and lectures at the
Confucius Café, the Chinese Business Club,
and at the Chinese Language Association of
Michigan annual conference. Students have
additional options to attend presentations
sponsored by local Chinese organizations
and are readily provided information about
lectures and events at neighboring universities.
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Graduate Assistant tutors CLCLC member
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Moon Day Performance in Windsor, Canada, just across the Detroit River
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Learning community members at Moon Festival performance in Windsor, Canada
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Sister Schools Program
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The Sister Schools program pairs K-12
classrooms in the Greater Detroit area with
counterpart classrooms in Wuhan, China.
The intention is to allow American students

to prepare boxes containing pictures, videos,

and memorabilia from their schools and
hometown and to send them to students in
a designated Wuhan classroom, who in turn
will do the same. In addition to providing
an exciting learning experience for students
on both sides of the Pacific, the CI hopes to
make Detroit and Wuhan the friendliest of
sister cities!
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Exchange Program with Huazhong University of Science and Technology

Faculty and student exchanges have begun

informally between Wayne State University
and Huazhong University of Science and
Technology (HUST). At present, two HUST
faculty members and two HUST graduate
students are at Wayne State University

and four WSU students will study Chinese
language and culture at HUST beginning
in the winter of 2009. The CI staff at WSU
is currently working on an agreement

with HUST for an undergraduate exchange
program, whereby students from each
university will pay their own tuition and
take courses at the other university for one
or more semesters. HUST students may be
offered home stays with American families.
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President Peigen Li of HUST visits the Confucius Institute at WSU
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K-12 Outreach
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Under the direction of Assistant Director,
Dr. Yue Ming, Chinese graduate assistants from

Huazhong University of Science and Technology

visit Detroit area schools where they introduce
basic aspects of Chinese language and culture.
The CI is committed to sparking an interest in
China and Chinese language at all levels.
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Chinese Business Club
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The Wayne State University Confucius
Institute, in cooperation with Tech Town,
Detroit’s premier business incubator, sponsors
the Chinese Business Club on the third
Thursday of each month. Interested parties may
register in advance for a traditional Chinese
breakfast, networking opportunities and a
chance to hear an invited speaker discuss a
topic related to business in China.

-

Detroit’s Tech Town May 2008
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Inaugural meeting of the Chinese Business Club,
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China Business Bridge
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The Wayne State Confucius Institute
has partnered with Tech Town to promote
business exchanges and cooperation between
organizations in Wuhan, China and Greater
Detroit. Representatives from the Confucius
Institute and Tech Town have met with
business, government, and academic officials
in Wuhan and as a result of their meetings,
Tech Town has provided office space and soft-
landings assistance to Wuhan organizations
interested in locating or investing within the
Greater Detroit area.

Cl Staff and Tech Town’s Richard Mishler
(center) enjoy dinner with business
representatives in Wuhan, China
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Cl Director John Brender and Vice
Director Jiuming Liu visit a vocational
education facility in Greater Detroit
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CONTACT INFORMATION
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John Brender, Ph.D.
Director
Confucius Institute
Wayne State University
5057 Woodward Ave.
Detroit, MI 48202
Tel: 313- 577-3035
Fax: 313- 577-6929
Email: brenderj@gmail.com

Jiuming Liu, Ph.D.
Visiting Professor and Vice Director
Confucius Institute
Wayne State University
5057 Woodward Ave.
Detroit, MI 48202
Phone: 313-577-0060
Fax: 313-577-6929
Email: jiuming2001@yahoo.com.cn
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www.clas.wayne.edu/ci/



